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Captain R. F. Burton, F.R.G.S., II. M. Consul, Trieste, Austria. 
A. R. Wallace, Esq, F.R.G.S., Waldron Edge, Duppas-hill, 
Croydon, 

Isaac B. Rich, Esq., 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, U.S.A. 

Malle. Huet, 173, Rue St. Honore, Paris. 
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Herr J. H. Stratil, Modling, 18, Bruhler-strasse, near Vienna. 

M. Cochet, Rue Tanger, Algiers. 
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Miss Lizzle Doten, The Pavllion, Tremont-street, Boston, 
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T. Blyton, Esq., 33, Sigdon-road, Dalston, E, 
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The Llverpoel Psychological Soeiety. Secretary—Mr, George 
Wharmby, 45 Kensington, Liverpool. 

L'Union Spirite ct Magnetique. Secretary—M. Charles Fritz, 121, 

Rue de Louvain, Brussels. 

The Brixton Psyehologieal Society. Hon, Sec.—H. E. Frances, 
Esq., 22, Cowley-road, Brixton, S.W. 

The Splriter-Forscher Society, Buda-Pesth. Secretary, M. Anton 

t Prochaszka, Josefstadt Erzherzog Alexander-gassc, 23, 

Buda-Pesth, Hungary. 
Dalston Assoclation of Enquirers into Splritualism. Hon, Secre- 
tary, T. Blyton, Esq., 53, Slgdon-road, Dalston-lane, 
Dalston, London, E, ` 
Cardiff Splritual Socicty. Hon, See,, Mr. A, J, Smart, 3, Guild- 
ford-street, Cardiff, 

Sociedad Espiritlsta Espanola, Cervantes 34, 28, Madrld. Presi- 
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Socledad'Espirita Central de la Republica Mexieana, President 

Senor Refuglo T. Gonzalez, 7, Calie do Almedo, Mexieo. 

Sociedad Espirita di Bogota, Colombia, South America. Presl- 

dent, Senor Manuel Jose Angarita, 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 


OF SPIRITUALISTS, 
38, GREAT RUSSELL STREET, BLOOMSBURY, LONDON. 
This organisation, comprising several hundred members, 
has public offices, a reading-room and library, with a secretary 
in attendance to receive visitors and answer inquiries, Seances 
can be attended by recommendation froma member. Terms, 
for use of library and reading-room, one guinea per annum. 


THE HOLBORN RESTAURANT, 
: 218, HIGH HOLBORN. 
One of the Sights and one of the Comforts of London. 


Attractions of the Chief Parisian Establishments, with the 
quiet and order essential to English Customs, 


THE TRIUMPH OF LOVE, 
A Mystical Poem, in Songs, Sonnets, and Verse, by 
ELLA DIETZ. 
** Now will Y go and walk the wide earth round. 
And tell to every soul that I do meet, 
The only way that true love may be found, 
And how, when found, of all things good and sweat 
It 1s most blest, most holy, most divine.” 
Cloth, small 8yo, price 3s. 6d. London, W.C. Spiritualist 
Newspaper Branch Offite, 


WORKS BY THE COUNTESS OF CAITHNESS, 


SERIOUS LETTERS TO SERIOUS FRIENDS, 
Price 7s, 6a. 


OLD TRUTHS IN A NEW LIGHT, 
Price 15s. 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, W.C. 


Price 5s. 6d. 
Inspirational Poetry. 2. 
“POEMS FROM THE INNER LIFE.” 
BY LIZZIE DOTEN 


With a Preface describing the spiritual state of trance 
during which some of the poems were given. 


CONTENTS. 
Part IL 


I. The Prayer of the Sorrowing.—IL The Song of Truth.—IIL 
The Embarkation,—I¥, Kepler's Vision —V, Love and Latin — 
VI. The Song of the North.—VIL The Burial of Webster,—VIIL 
The Parting of Sigurd and Gurda,_lX. The Meeting of Sigurd 
and Gurda, 

Pant Il, 


X. The Spirit Child. —XY¥. Reconcillation,—XI1, Hope for the 
Sorrowing.—XIIL Compensatlon.—XIV. The Eagle of Freedom, 
—XYV, Mistress Glenare.—X VI. Little Johnny.—X VII, “ Birdie's 
Spirit Song."—XVIIL My Spirit Home,—XIX. “I still Llve,”— 
XX Llfe—XXL_ Love.—XXII. “For a’ that."—XXIII. Words 
o' Cheer.—XXIV. Resurrexi.—XKXV. The Prophecy of Vala. 
XXVI. The Kingdom.—XXVII. The Cradle or Coffin.—X XVIII. 
The Streets of Haitlmore.—XXIX. The Mysterles of Godliness. 
—XXX. Farewell to Earth: 


Also, by the game Authoress, a companion volume, price Ss. 6d, 


POEMS OF PROGRESS. 
London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, 


HE BANNER OF LIGHT: The oldest 


journal devoted to the Spiritual Philosophy in the 
world! Issued weekly, at No. 9, Montgomery-place, Boston, 
Mass, Colby and Rich, publishers and proprietors. Isaac B, 
Rich, business manager; Luther Colby, editor: aided by a 
large corps of able writers. Zhe Banner is a first-class, eight- 
paged family paper, containing forty columns of interesting 
and instructive resding, embracing a literary department, 
reports of spiritual lectures, original essays—upon spiritual 
philosophical and scientific subjects; editorial department; 
spirit-massage department; contributions by the most talented 
writers in the world, &., &c. Terms of subseription, in 
advanco, 15s. per annum; Spiritualist Newspaper Branch 
Office, London, W.C, 


RIGHTON,—The Spiritualist may be ob- 
tained in Brighton of Messrs. Beal, East-street; Mr, 
Elmer, St, Jamez'p-streot; and Mr, Boughton, St. George's-road, 


MR. J. W. FLETCHER, 
TEST MEDIUM AND CLAIRVOYANT, 


4, BLOOMSBURY PLAOE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, 
LONDON. 


Hours—Twelve till Five, 


MRS. S. W. FLETOHER, 
THE MESMERIC HEALER, 


4, BLOOMSBURY PLACE, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, 
LONDON, ; 


Hours, 12 to 5. Patients attended at their homes by appoint- 
ment, Nervous diseases a specialty. 


MR. F. OMERIN, 


Having made many rapid and permanent cures of Gout, 
Rheumatism, and other painful maladies, is prepared to visit 
patients. Address, 


MR. OMERIN, 
5, NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, STRAND, LONDON, 


R. J. J. MORSE, INSPIRATIONAL 
TRANCE SPEAKER, For terms and dates address 
~Elm Tree-tcrrace, Uttoxeter-road, Derby. 
Agent for all kinds of Spiritual literature, 


DLLE. HUET, good Medium for Raps. 


i At home from 12 to 5 o'clock, 178, Rue St. Honoré, 
Paris. 


E W. WALLIS, Trance Medium, desires 
© engagements to deliver public or private addresses, in 
London or the provinces, Address, I, Englefleld-road, Kings- 


land, N. 

`; Ñ 7 J. COLVILLE, Inspirational Lecturer, 
@ is open to Engagements to deliver Orations, &o., in 

London or the Provinces (subjects may be chosen by the 

audience, if desired).—Address, 429, Oxford-street, London, W 


Mes MANCELL, Spiritnal Clairvoyant, 45 


Jubilee-street, Commercial-road, London, E. De- 
veloping Circle every Friday evening, at eight o'elock, Volun- 
tary contributions. Private séances attended, Application 
by letter in the first instance. 


Mes. WOODFORDE, Developing and Heal- 


ing. Medical advice to ladies and ehildren, Terms 
modified to suit circumstanees. Days and hours of business—~ 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from lpm? 
toSp.m. 90, Great Russell-street, Bloomsbury, W.C, 


HE CELEBRATED VOCALIST AND 
ORATOR, MRS.M. Œ. PARKER, of Dublin, St. Cloud 
Tlotel, Broadway, and Forty-second-street, New York, will 
accept engagements to lecture through the States and give 
musical entertainments on her way to Texas—See press 
notices. 


(HĦARACTERS FAITHFULLY DELINE- 
ATED from Hand-Writing, Photos, or Blank Paper 
Magnetised by the Breath. Tee, 28. 6d. Address, Miss Ross, 
care of Mrs. Nichols, 32, Fopstone-road, Earl’s-court, S.W. 


URATIVE MESMERISM AND CLAIR- 
VOYANCE,—Professor Adolphe Didier (33 years estab- 
lished) attends Patients and may be consulted at his residence 
from 2 to 5.—10, Berkeley-gardens, Campden-hill, Kensington, 
Consultations by letter, 


MESMERIC HEALER. 
ME. ANNIE LOOMIS, the American Mes- 


meric Healing Clairvoyante, examines and treats tho 
sick while in a mesmeric sleep.—No. 2, Vernon-place, Blooms- 
bury-square, London, Hours IO to 5, 


NNALI DELLO SPIRITISMO IN 

ITALLA~-Rivista Psicologica di Niceford Filalete, 

Published on the lih of every month, at Turin, Tip, 
Baglione, viii Boglno, No. 28. 


Hey EN OPENED; OR, MESSAGES 
FOR THE BEREAVED FROM OUR LITTLE ONES 
IN GLORY, Given through the mediumshlp of F, J. THEO- 
BALD, Part I, price 6d., papor cover, “ Heaven Opened,” being 
more advanced spirit messages, Part 2, price 6d, paper 
cover, “ Heaven Opened.” The two parts bound in one volume, 
Cloth Is. The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Offlco 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN 
SPIRITUALISM. 


By EUGENE CROWELL, M.D. 


One of the best books published in connection with Modern 
Spiritualism for many years, and @ standard work on the 
tubject. The author has studied the facts and phenomena for 
a lengthened period, and deals In an intelligent manner with 
the problems and difficulties presented, 

In two vols, price IOs. 6d, each; postage 8d. per volume, 


London: Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 


ANTED.—A copy of the English edition of 
the Baron Du Potet’s book on Mcsmerism, W. H, 
Harrison, $8, Great Russell-street, London, 


OLKESTONE, — Comfortable lodgings, on 


moderate terms. References to Spiritualists can be 
given, E. Newman, Fl, St. Michael's-terrace, Folkestone, 


RIGHTON.—MISS WOOD, 12, Lower 


Rock Gardens. Board or apartments, Terms on ap 
plication. 


ARIS.—TO SPIRITUALISTS is offered a 

comfortable Social Home in a convenient part of the city, 
by an English brother. The apartments canjonly accommodate 
four persons. Terms, board and all included, £3 per weck 
each ; or, for two persons £2 I0s, per week, if two occupy one 
room, Address, §.T., care of M. A. Mallet, 3, Rue de la Oos- 
sonnerie, Paris. 
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THE INHERENT INVISIBILITY OF THE SPIRIT WORLD. 


Has anything from the world of departed spirits ever been 
made visible to normal eyesight? Probably not. 

At the time of our first acquaintance with Spiritualism, 
spiritual objects were said to havebeen materialised at séances. 
To decide this point we for some years made the request at 
scores of séances :—“ Please materialise a flower or something 
else existing nowhere but in the spirit world, and leave it 
here as evidence of your power and of your mission.” That 
request was never granted. Wildly enthusiastic people 
who heard it made, cheerfully testified that they themseives 
had once obtained such evidence, but of course from some 
unfortunate accident had lost possession of the priceless other- 
world object, beyond all power of producing it for examina- 
tion. The spirits, when asked on the spot, we found to be 
always unable to do this thing, so the request was at last 
discontinued as hopeless. 

But in those early days, living temporarily materialised 
spirit hands were often seen in one part of a room, while the 
medium was in another. The fingers of the hands sometimes 
had rings upon them ; the wrists now and then were covered 
with lace. As materialisation phenomena progressed, and 
heads, and busts, and full forms were materialised, drapery 
and ornaments covered them, and at last the time came when 
the spirits gave away cuttings from their clothing, and the 
fabric was always found to be machine-made. ‘The mani- 
festations were genuine, but the visible outcome was always 
in material things, as indeed had been previously indicated 
by the circumstance that from the first the substances 
absorbed and reflected light in a way which material sub- 
stances only could do. 

Gradually it became apparent that the spiritual world was 
one of spiritual conditions; that in acting upon this world 
it could best do so by controlling a living human organism 
—the body of a medium ; that through that gateway it could 
get partial control of material things already existing in this 
world, and by these means communicate by sign and by 
symbol, not directly, to mortals. At the house of the Rev. 
Dr. Phelps, they, thirty years ago, built up marvellous 
images of human beings, by means of articles collected from 
various parts of his house, and which sometimes had been 
locked up immediately beforehand under his eyes, to make 
sure that some invisible power took them from their hiding 
place. A medium, the son of Dr. Phelps, was on the pre- 
mises, but the youth was a mesmeric sensitive, the sport of 
all these powers, not their master. 

If this be so; if nothing can be seen in the spiritual 
world either without a man having his spiritual eyesight 
opened, or without spirits manipulating common objects to 
speak by material sign and symbol to normal eyesight, do 
theorists intend to try to force their own methods upon the 
phenomena of nature? Do they intend to make the earth 
rotate upon principles they choose to invent in a back parlour ? 
If they do, the world will still rotate on its axis in twenty- 
four hours, and the Galileos who give true facts and true 
theories, must temporarily take the worldly penalty for pre- 
maturely revealing the truths of God. 

The application of these ideas to occasional events in 
Spiritualism is clear, and the question is whether the 
phenomena of nature are to alter to meet the theories of 
individuals, or whether individuals are to modify their pre- 
conceived ideas until they are no longer at variance with 
what is true? 


Mr. Eres Sargent has been selected by the Messrs. Harper to edit 
their new Cyclopedia of Poetry.—Boston Sunday Herald, 


SPIRITUALISM is gaining a strong hold in Mexico, and societies for the 
study of its philosophy are multiplying. 


THE WILLIAMS-RITA CASE, 


We have received the following document from Mr. 
Hensleigh Wedgwood, J.P., of 31, Queen Anne-street, 
Cavendish-square, and Mr. C. ©. Massey, Barrister-at- Law, 
of the Temple :— 


“TEST SEANCE WITH MR. WILLIAMS, 


“On the 30th October a séance was held at the house of Mr. 
‘Volckman, at the instance of one of the Foreign Ministers (who was 
unable himself to attend on account of the illness of his wife), for the 
purpose of obtaining a decisive test of the question whether the figures 
seen and felt at the séances of Mr. Williams are substantive beings, 
having a distinct existence of their own, or are merely scenic exhibi- 
tions of Williams himself, got up with the aid of drapery and pro- 
perties smuggled by him into the circle. For this purpose Mr. 
‘Williams consented to undress entirely in the presence of Mr. Wedg- 
wood and Mr. C. C. Massey, putting on a suit of wholly dark clothing 
provided by them. They saw that all his own clothes were laid on 
one side, allowing him no opportunity of taking away anything what- 
ever from them, and then led him to a different room, which they had 
previously examined, and ascertained that there was nothing in it 
available for the purpose of the spirit drapery. 

tt The circle consisted, in addition to the three already named, of Mr, 
and Mrs. Volekman, Florence Marryat, and Lady They sat in 
the first instance round the table, all holding hands, Mr. Williams 
being placed between Mrs. Volckman and Lady The usual 
phenomena were copiously displayed. Firefly lights fluttered about; 
voices were heard in various directions, often at a wide distance from 
the medium ; and on one occasion two were distinctly noted speaking 
at the same time. Mr. Wedgwood and Mr, Massey were each led up 
by a warm hand as high as they could reach standing on their chairs, 
The well-known figure of “ Peter” repeatedly showed himself by the 
light which he carried in his hand, having a headdress of white linen, 
and the upper part of his body, ag far as seen, clothed in loose white 
drapery. He jerked about as usual, anxiously asking whether we saw 
him distinctly. 

“All the while, it will be observed, Mr. Williams was held by the 
two ladies between whom he was placed. A change was now made. 
Mr. Williams took his place in the cabinet, consisting of a curtain 
drawn across a corner of the room, and after a while Mr. Massey also 
went within the curtain, passing his hand over the face and body of 
Mr. Williams, who sat sighing and starting by his side, while Mr. 
Massey looked out through the opening of the curtain, and, like the 
rest of us, saw on the outside a white vaporous figure, more or less 
indistinctly seen, notwithstanding the entire darkness of the room, 
which appeared and disappeared two or three times. 

“ Finally, at the suggestion of Mrs. Volekman, Mr. Massey took his 
place in the circle at the left of Mr. Wedgwood, when the medium was 
apparently brought out in his chair in a state of trance, aud placed in 
front of Mr. Wedgwood and Mr. Massey, across whose knees he wag 
made to rest, lying on his right side with his head against Mr. Massey’s 
breast. A strong hand took hold of Mr. Wedgwood’s hands, and 
placed his right hand on the shoulder of the medium, while his left 
hand was made to grasp the left hand of the medium as it hung down 
in front. While the whole body of Mr. Williams was thus securely 
held by the two across whose knees he lay, the figure of a man with 
white headdress and drapery (presumably John King) appeared close 
behind him, showing himself by his own light, which was unusually 
bright, not being covered with muslin as it commonly is. So lighted 
up he brought his face within a few inches of the faces of Mr. Wedg- 
wood and Florence Marryat, who sat next him on his right, and in 
that position proved the vitality of his features by loudly smacking 
his lips. 

oe it was impossible to have clearer evidence than we had of the 
independent existence of Mr. Williams and the stranger who thus 
appeared mysteriously among us, “H, Wepawoop. 

“C, O. Massey, 

“ Postscript by Mr. C. C, Massey.—In subscribing the above as an accurate 
account, I by no means commit myself to any other opinion of the pheno- 
mena we witnessed than that they were most assuredly not produced by 
Williams himself, or by any agency of his, in the ordinary sense of the words, 
What the above stated facts may or may not be a proof or test of, beyond this, 
and on this occasion, every one must decide for himself. So far as I am con- 
cerned they are not put forward as conclusive of anything than this, viz., that 
(granted, of course, the good faith of all as witnesses, and the improbability of 
an outside accomplice being introduced into the hoase of one of them) these 
phenomena do take place in the presence of Mr, Williams without human 
trickery. One of the other persons named as present is well known to us 
all as a powerful medium; but I am assured that these visible phenomena 
described are not characteristic of this lady mediumship, “0, 0, M.” 


Mr. A. J. Riko, of 8a, Oude Molstraat, The Hague, after 
making some remarks about The Medium newspaper which 
should be sent to that journal for publication, says :— 
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Some articles have appeared calling attention to good manifestations 
obtained by Williams on former occasions, or at séances after the 
exposure. ‘This is totally useless. The only question to be considered 
is—Did Williams and Rita cheat at the particular stance ab Amsterdam 
described in the report of the Dutch? That is all. Other sittings are 
out of court. This is calm and strict logic, 

The British National Association of Spiritualists appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate the case. Mr. Massey, in The Spiritualist of 
October 25th, said that Williams had eonsented to go before that com- 
mittee. Well, at the request of the gentlemen, the Dutch have sent 
them their evidences and “ pieces of conviction,” including the beards 
and muslin; also the oil bottle, the neck of which is carefully covered 
with used English penny stamps (by the spirits!), in order to make it 
appear globular when illuminated, and to avoid displaying its real form 
—a bottle! I could give many more items in this sense, but will wait 
till it becomes a necessity. We are able to meet every point. Let this 
be known. 

In the same number of The Spiritualist Mr. Gledstanes suggests con- 
sulting “ John King” about the affair. We know the thinking part of 
the English as well as of Dutch Spiritualists are too fully convinced of 
the errors, contradictions, and even lies in spirit communications, to go 
that way. No; let us use our own sound judgment, compare notes, 
accept facts occurring under our own observation, and then draw our 
own honest conclusions, without consulting any spirit out of the flesh to 
guide us here. I went expressly to Amsterdam to hear the facts for 
myself, 

The article in the last number of The Spiritualist by Miss Kisling- 
bury about drapery is an excellent one. Remember, The Hague 
Spiritualists are mostly old hands inthe cause, and know all about it. I 
myself have witnessed wonderful phenomena in the Cook family. 
Heavens grant that all Spiritualists had done as honest Mrs. Cook on 
the occasion referred to, instead of passively gaping at the spirits! We 
should then have had to deplore a great deal less hambug from mediums 
and spirits both. Let us follow her example in future: it is a good one. 

In the last number of Zhe Spiritualist I find two letters from my 
most esteemed co-worker, Mr. C. Blackburn. Let me simply say, as to 
the first, that there was no acting hastily at all, The writer of the 
letter himself gave the proof of the honesty and unprejudiced mind of 
the Dutch, by his first question in the second paragraph, and ruins also 
the assertion or insinuation that a trap was laid for the mediums. No; 
Williams and Rita were received the first day as friends, and trusted as 
such. Wehave known all about materialisation for years. Certainly, 
the spirits can bring things, but here the question is—Did they do it ? 
The white raiment of ‘ Charli,” after having been seized, went directly 
under Rita’s waistcoat (left arm), from which place it was brought to 
light. This happened at the moment when Wiliams “went for ” Mr. 
Terpstra, and by thumping him on the back in darkness forced him to 
let Rita slip for some moments; probably Williams did this “in 
tranee.”(!) I hasten to add that Williams got his blows back with 
usury, Mr. Terpstra being not entranced. There was no time to hide 
the raiment in a better way, and so it was found only under the waist- 
coat—quite a natural place, yea, the very natural one. To the latter 
part of the letter on “ testing again,” and to the second letter about a 
séance at Mr. Rondi’s, I simply repeat that those points are out of con- 
sideration at this moment. 

Mr. Stock’s letter. To its firat part I answer what I have said 
already. The Dutch were unprejudiced, trusted Williams and Rita; 
if you like they were careless, too; but that does not whitewash the 
mediums; so much is clear, Ihave the conviction that both persons 
are mediums ; but how many genuine mediums have been convicted 
already of occasional cheating? The British and National Association 
of Spiritualists took in hand a good work by investigating the matter. 
I refer to what Mrs. Edwin Ellis said at the special meeting of the 
Council. (Vide “ Spiritualist,” Oct. 11, p. 179.) ‘That was a right word 
in the right place. To conclude, if all our evidences were published, the 
decision of honest Spiritualists would not be doubtful. In the meantime, 
let us calmly wait for the committee’s verdict. 


Mr, A. E. Hunter (of Jesus College, Cambridge) and 
others write :— 

Has it occurred to you that the number of sitters at the Duteh séance 
is very doubtful ; I mean whether «l? those present really signed their 
names. Williams said “about a dozen;” only eight, however, attested 
the so-called fraud. Of course, these eight are careful to keep the exact 
number in the background. 

And, once more, is it, we ask, fair that only mediums should be 
searched at these materialisation séances? Certainly not; every 
member of sueh a circle should be individually searched, for it only 
needs one person with a malevolent design to throw suspicion on the 
mediums by pretending to draw articles of dress out of the medium’s 
pockets, or to seerete them there after the medium has been searched. 

It is not only desirable to know whether any persons were 
present at the séance who refused to sign the statement of 
the others, but to have a full description of the previous 
dark séance signed unanimously. If the mediums were then, 
ag usual, held hand and foot, it will show that they were 
subject to strong spirit power that evening, and probably 
just as responsible for what they did with and without their 
bodies, as a sensitive under the rule of a mesmerist on a 
public platform, All the merits of this Williams-Rita case 
can never be properly examined, till everybody present at the 
dark seancé has given his account of what he witnessed. 

The suggestions about searching people are superfluous. 
The better thing to do is to abolish cabinet séancesaltogether, 
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except in experimental investigation among Spiritualists. It 
will be noticed that almost all public trouble to mediums in 
America and England has been due to cabinet séances. Good 
materialising mediums obtain strong manifestations while 
they are held hand and foot, so why do they not confine them- 
selves to that class of séances, in which they are always safe 
from the suspicions of inquirers ? 
Sir Charles Isham, Bart., writes :— 


To the Editor of “ The Spiritualist,” 


Sm,—Whenever spirits, in the earlier period of the manifestations 
clothed themselves in the garments of the mediums, I believe they erred 
quite unconseiously. I once, just for something to say, inquired of 
Lenore where the clothes she was then wearing were proeured. She 
replied, with unusual energy, that she did not know for certain; 
Florence brought them, and she suspected they came ont of Miss 
Showers’ wardrobe, but still she doubted it, as she had not seen anything 
of the kind amongst the dresses. This she seemed most anxious to 
impress upon me, and repeated it, although I did not show much 
interest in the conversation. Cuas. E, Istam, 

Lamport Hall, Northampton, 


— SOOO 


A SPIRITUALISTIC MARRIAGE. 

Tue extent to which Spiritualism is being made a religion in the 
United States, is indicated to some extent by the following abridgment 
of a report published in the Religio- Philosophical Journal (Chieago) of 
October 19th :— 


My old friend Alfred Heath, of Tonica, Ils., though only a private 
medium, is already known to many readers and non-readers of the 
Journal, and is a clairvoyant of remarkable powers. 

The many friends of Mr. Heath will be pleased to learn of his happy 
marriage to Miss Mary Jacobs, an estimable young lady of Ursa, Ills, 
The marriage was celebrated on Wednesday morning, the 25th of 
September, at the residence of the bride’s parents, the writer hereof 
performing the ceremony. A few select friends were present, and a 
large eompany of the invisibles, to witness and sanctify the happy 
proceedings, 

The altar was beautifully dceorated with a floral tribute emblematic 
of purity, love, wisdom, and harmony—the offering of Mrs. Cook. At 
the appointed hour Mr. Heath led his bride thereto, the friends rising to 
receive and weleome them, In afew words Mr. Cook then informed 
the company of the sacredness in which Spiritualists hold marriage, 
regarding it as the holy of holies of all social relations ; adding that we 
believe the angels of God to look on with glad eyes to bless and 
sanctify with their presence, these unions of soul with soul and life 
with life. 

An inspirational poem was then read, and copies of the following lines 
were given to all present: ‘‘ Behold the beauty of love! Itis fairer than 
the morning, more precious than the gems of Golconda, purer than dia- 
monds, and altogether lovely. Oh, soil not its holiness by impure thoughts, 
nor blight its fair growth by light words or sensual actions. But rever- 
ently enter its sacred temple with clean bodies and pure hearts ; uniting 
the highest aspirations of your inmostsouls with those of the angel world, 
that in the home, in the life, in the soul of this couple who are abont 
to enter the most sacred social relation on earth, it spring up an ever- 
blooming vine distilling its dews of peace, diffusing its fragrance of 
happiness, and in its divine union with wisdom bearing the celestial 
fruit of harmony.” 

After answering the usual questions, the bride and groom joined 
their hands and unitedly gave assent to the following marriage pledge : 
“ By this aet of joining hands, you do take upon yourselves the relation 
of husband and wife, and solemnly promise and engage, in the presence 
of these witnesses, to love and honour, comfort and chensh each other 
as sueh, so long as you both shall live. Therefore, in aceordance with 
the laws of the State of Illinois, by virtue of the power in me vested 
as a minister of the Gospel of life, I do pronounce you man and wife. 
What God hath joined together, no man can put asunder.” 

After the congratulations, “Heavenly Union,” from the Spiritual 
Harp, long ago selected for this marriage, was read :—= 


“Two loving clouds at morning, 
Tinged with the rising sun, 
Calm in the dawn are floating, 
And mingling into one ; 
That dewy morning cloud is blest, 
It moves so gently to the west. 


Two crystal summer eurrents, 
Flow softly in their course, 
Their waves in musie daneing, 
To join in silent force; 
How beautiful through banks of green, 
While dimpling eddies play between ! 


Oh, what a heavenly union, 
In bowers of delight, 
Where ministries of angels 
Inspire with holy light ; 
Two souls one life, two hearts one love, 
As sweet and pure as heaven above.” 


With many ‘much joy’s” and “ God bless you's,” the happy couple 
left by the evening train for their home in Toniea, Hls., intending to 
visit friends on the way. May the angels be with them! 

C. W. Coox. 

Ursa, Ils., October lst, 1878. 
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PRIVATE SEANCES IN GERMANY. 
Luirzic, OCTOBER 14ru, 1878, 


Last year, about this time, I happened to be in company 
with a young actress in Denmark. For the sake of giving 
her a name, I will here call her MissG. She told me that 
during a previous cngagement in Stockholm, she had been 
so unfortunate as to lose her baggage, consisting of a single 
large basket covered with oilcloth, and containing her ward- 
robe, letters, and sundry other things. It was lost in this 
way :—While going from the steamer, late in the evening, 
under a pelting rain, to find their lodgings, she and her 
companion were unable to return to the boat the same 
evening, and the next day, when they called, the steamer 
had left. Somebody told them that two men had called 
for the basket, and carried it away. She applied to the 
police, but nothing was ever found out about the basket. 
When Miss G. told me her story it struck me that, could 
I only find some good medium and mesmerise her into a 
trance, I might possibly gain some knowledge about the 
matter, and I promised myself, on behalf of the young lady, 
whom I really pitied, that I would be on the look-out for 
such an opportunity. So much by way of preface. 

A few days ago I accidentally heard that Miss E. D’Espe- 
rance, an English lady, travelling with Mr. Elliott’s family, 
was said to be a remarkably fine medium, and having never 
witnessed a Spiritualistic seance, believing that most of the 
public séances were mere humbug, I was anxious to make 
her acquaintance, and, if possible, join a private family séance, 
and judge for myself. My wishes in that respect were 
kindly and willingly acceded to by all concerned, and last 
night, for the first time in my life,I was one ina spirit 
circle. We met a little before eleven o’clock, I for my part, 
with a strong determination to watch closely and judge im- 
partially whatever I might witness. J entertained no feeling 
of prejudice whatever, but had a strong desire to learn what 
Thad reason to believe was the case, whether I was a medium 
mysclf, and if such were the fact to find out how to develope 
the power, in order to benefit myself and others thereby. 
The persons assembled were Mr. and Mrs. Elliott, a young 
man, Mr. Rowland Brown, the medium, and myself. The 
thought had struck me during the day that perhaps this 
medium might be able to unravel the basket mystery 
referred to above, and for that purpose I brought with me 
a letter from the actress, a photograph of her, and an ivory 
fan belonging to her, which she had given to me to be 
repaired, and which I had not been able to return to her at 
the time of her departure. These articles were all placed on 
the table before the medium, besides paper and pencil. We 
washed our hands and formed a circle round a plain, square 
table, the medium sitting at the cend of the table, Mr. 
Brown at her right side, and I at her left; Mr. Elliott at the 
other end of the table, and his wife between him and me. 

When we were ready the light was extinguished and 
matches placed ready for use. A few minutes had elapsed, 
during which the medium frequently trembled spasmodi- 
cally, and remarked—“ I fcel so strange to-night.” She then 
asked me several times not to mesmerise her, and I 
promised to obey. She began to write what appeared to 
me to be a short sentence. I could see nothing, but dis- 
tinctly heard the sound of the pencil sliding on the paper. 
The medium having declared the writing finished, the candle 
was re-lit, and behold, on the white leaf appeared, in small 
letters, the words :—“ What can I do for you?” 

The candle being again extinguished, I asked about the 
basket, stating, as nearly as I could, when it was lost and 
where. The writing commenced as before, and we read: 
“ T can do nothing, but the medium can try if she likes.” I 
then asked: “ How can she try?” and received in the same 
manner the answer: “ Take hold of both her hands, and let 
her try ; or cover her eyes with your hands, and give her the 
articles in her hands.” 

This wag done by me.. I put both my hands over her 
eyes, and renewed my previous question. It then struck 
me that she had asked me not to mesmerise her. I there- 
fore asked her if she were asleep, and received the answer: 
“ No, I don’t sleep ;” and, shortly after that, she saw some 
of the cover of the basket (the oilcloth) spread over a table 
in a remote place, and on the table some of the’ things 
which had been in the basket, The following conversation 


then took place between us, which I, to simplify, will put 
in the form of questions and answers, as nearly and correctly 
as I can remember :— 


Q.— What country is it in? 

A.—(Short pause.) Finland. 

Q.— What is the name of the town ? 

A.—I cannot see it. 

Q.— What does the place look like? 

A.—TIt looks like some railway-station, or something like that. There 
are no people there. 

Q.——How did the basket come there ? 

A.—There 18 no basket there ; only part of the top. It was brought 
by a man, together with some of the things on the table, and there was a 
string around it, 

Q.—How long has it been there ? 

A.—Oh, a long time! About nine months, 

Q.—Who is the man ? 

A.—He seems to be a sailor, or something like that. 

Q.—What is his name ? 

A.—Olup Hansen, 

Q.— Where did the man get it from ? 

A.— From a ship. 

Q.—What ship ? 

A.—The ship which brought it there. 

Q.— What is the name of the ship? 

A.— Norrköping.” 

Q.—Where does this ship go to ? 

A,— To Stockholm, and several places, 


Here I thought I would commence a different course of 
questioning, as I could not find out the name of the town to 
which the basket had been taken, I therefore took hold of 
both the medium’s hands, giving her the picture and the 
letter of Miss G., and asked again :— 


Q,.—Do you see the lady of whom this is the picture ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.—Go to Stockholm with her at the time she was there! 

A.T am there. 

Q.—Do you see her? 

A.— Yes, 

Q.— Is she alone? 

A.—WNo ! There ts another lady with her. 

Q.—Do you see the basket too, and where is it? 

A,— Fes, It stands on the hatchway, all by itself. 

Q.—Well! Leave it for a while, and follow the ladies. Where do 
they go? 

A—They go ashore. It is raining fearfully. They go along way, 
and then into some restaurant place, 

Q.— What do they do there? 

A—They inquue for something, and one of them gets something to eat, 

Q.—Why not both? 

A.— Because one of them says that she does not want anything, 

Q.—Follow them further. 

A.—Then they go to some place like a theatre, 

Q.—What is the name? 

A.—Alhambra, 

Q.—Do they stop there? 

A.—WNo ; but close by. 

Q.—Over night ? 

A.— Fes. 

Q.—Well! Now go back tothe ship. What is its name ? 

A.—Norrhiping. 

Q.—Do you see the basket still? 

A.— Ves. 

Q.— What are they doing with it ? 

A,—Two men are looking at tt. 

(Q.— Who are they ? 

A.—Custom-house officers. 

Q.— What do they say ? 

A.—They ask whose vt is, but nobody knows. 

Q.—Why ? 

A.— Because the address is washed away by the rain. 

Q.—What becomes of the basket ? 

A.— Tt is still there, at the same place. 

Q.—Follow it up. Where does the ship go to? 

A.—To 0-e—Oeland. 

Q.—The basket is still there? . 

A.— Yes. 

Q.—Where does it go to further ? 

A.— To B-e-r-g—Bergfelie—I believe it is. 

Q:— Where is that ? 

A.—In Finland. 

Q.—And then ? 

A.—Then to Copenhagen. 

Q.—And then ? 

A.— Then to Stockholm. 

Q.—Go further ? 

A.—Then to Bergfelte. 

Q.—And then? 

A.— Tt ts left there. 

Q.—The basket is in Bergfelle. Does it remain there 

A.—No, only part of tt, 

Q.—How so? 

A.— Because tt is allbroken to pieces. A man takes it up, and carries 
home what there is init, 
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Q.—Does he want to steal it ? 

A.—Oh, no! But nobody claims it. 

Q.—What is there in it? ` 

A.—Dresses, and letiers, and beads, and rings, and such things, and 
there is a locket. 

Q.—What is in the locket ? 

A.—A picture of a man. 

Q.— Who is he? 

A.—I do not know him. 

Q.—Find him ł 

A.—O, I cannot (somewhat fatigued), there are so many people. I 


cannot see him. 
Q.—I wish it? Find him! 


A.— Well, I see him. 

Q.— Where is he ? 

A.— There are so many people, It is in a theatre. 

Q.—What is the name of the town ? 

A.— Vienna. 

Q.—What is he doing ? 

A.— Reading a paper, 

Q.—Is he an actor ? 

A.—Oh, no! He is not an actor. 

Q.—Follow him further. Where does he go. 

A.—OA, no! Iwill not. I don’t like him. 

Q.— Why? 

A.— Because 

Q.—Because what ? 

A.— Oh, no! I don't like to. 

Here I broke the spell or trance, or whatever you may call 
it, by taking my hands away. When the candle was lit the 
medium was rubbing her eyes, as if awakened from a hard 
Slumber, and was wholly unconscious of what had been done 
toher. Theséance was then recommenced by Mr. Elliott asking 
the name of the spirit who, the other night, had grasped him 
by the hand, as if shaking hands with him. He received the 
reply in big letters, “‘ Le Diable.” I then asked, “ Who are 
you? Please tell us!” The reply was in the same large 
writing : “ My name is Walter Tracy, at your service, native 
of New York. May I ask yours?” and mine being given he 
said: “Zam extremely pleased to know you.” Some more 
writing followed. I could tell by the sound of the pencil 
that it was also in large letters, and thought it was from the 
same spirit, but found, to my great surprise, when examining 
it by the light, large, terribly angular Jetters, like those a 
child would make when beginning to write. The writing said : 
“ Do you want to see the lady wat is on the picture ? (the photo- 
graph of Miss G. was still laying on the table.) My 
reply was in the affirmative; but immediately it wrote 
again—‘*Me not say so. Mesay does you want know where 
is the lady wat is on the picture, cause me knows where is she.” 
The medium informed me that the writer of this was one 
of her coutrols of the name of Ninia, a child nine years of 
age, of Spanish birth. Again I replied in the affirmative, 
and again the answer was: ‘Sleeps in bed in house in wat is 
nam of ‘place; Ninia thinks it is Belgium.” I thought this 
was not right, as I had heard that the lady referred to was 
in Berlin at the time, therefore suggested that it was not 
Berlin ; but received for an answer: ‘* No, dat is nam pas 
Belgium.” I will now let the questions and answers follow 
in the order in which they were given :— 

Q.—Does Ninia like the lady ? 

A.— Yes. She likes Ninia to. 

Q.—Does Ninia know my departed sister ? (Here I stated where and 
when she died of cholera in 1853.) 

A.—Yes thinks, Ninia not know. 

Q.— (Name and place stated.) 

A. Yes, Nima knows Aalborg; Ninia is there with Signora, (This 
meant that she had been there with the medium.) Ninia not say Ninia 
kn ws your sister, Ninia will find your sister, Is she big girl 2 

Q— (Age stated). 

A— Ninia will find her, cause Ninia knows where is Aalborg. Ninia 
wt'l go. Walter sa to-morrow ; but you must go to bed ; not sit up all night, 
You know Ninia come back to-morrow. 

Q.—Am I a medium? 

A.— Vous étes un medium très fort. 

Q.— Can I be controlled to write? 

A.—-Pas maintenon, mats demain ou le jour prochain si vous voulez me 
rous aide, Alphonse St, Claire (2) 

It being now rather late, the séance closed with kindly 
thanks to the spirits and a “ Good bye,” after which I went 
home to my lonely lodgings to ponder on what I had heard, 
seen, and learned. On arriving home I could not resist the 
temptation to try the truth of what the spirit had revealed to 
me, and, acting upon the impulse, I sat down to my own 
table, extinguished the light, and waited, according to 
directions, for nearly three-quarters of an hour; but save a 
queer, freezing sensation in my. arms, legs, head, and body 
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at intervals, I made out nothing that night, but went to bed 
with the prayer that I might succeed in my determination to 
learn as much as possible of this to me perfectly new world. 
I could not help reflecting on what I had seen, and take it 
all in all, it was so charmingly novel, so natural, that I felt 
pleased beyond description. I am utterly convinced that 
there was no fraud, no humbug; nothing but a pure spiritual 
influence on the medium. We are to have another sitting 
to-morrow or the day after, and I shall make a report of it ; 
not only on behalf of the medium to whom I have promised 
this, but for myself, because of the interest I now take in the 
subject. I shall keep the original medial writings in my 
possession as memorials of these proceedings. They may 
in time be the means of converting somebody to that truth 
for which I have been searching myself so long in vain, and 
may He who controls all spirits and mediums, and whose 
omnipotence we fail to fully appreciate, aid me to do as much 
good thereby as I heartily desire. 


Lrerrzig, Octoner 14ru, 1878. 
Our second sitting to-night was opened by Mr. Brown 
saying, ‘ Walter, have you brought that fellow along to- 
night who said he knew me?” 


Medium.—When you know his name, why do you not call him Mr. 
Robertson, instead of “that fellow”? 

Walter (spirit).—-Robertson could not come with me, but said he 
would try to come later on. 

Moller.—Mr. Tracy, what is the matter with Mr. Brown to-night ? 
He says that he does not feel well. 

Walter.—Folks often feel out of sorts at séances, without there being 
any particular reason for it, You'll feel queerer yet before you have 
done. 

Miller (showing photograph of a little girl, departed niece}.—Do 

know this little girl? She died two years ago; her name is 
erese. 

Walter.—Don’t know her. The doctor wants to know if his in- 
structions have been carried out with regard to the prescription he 
gave for the cure of the erysipelas. 

Mr. Elliott.—It will be administered to-morrow. 

Walter.—All right ! 
him again, 

Méller.—Can the spirits see through our hearts? I put this question 
to ascertain if you can see our goodwill and eager desire to do good. 

Walter.—Only so far as the medium can. If you are well known to 
our medium you are well known to us; unless it happens that you are 
a medium we can manifest through. 

Méller.—I always had the idea that in your celestial sphere you all 
moved among each other with that feeling of unutterable, unspeakable, 
blissful love which we mortals feel for children or persons very near 
and dear to us. Do you entertain that feeling towards each other, or 
do you classify your acquaintances.—Can you even hate ? 

Stafford (spirit)—We like our friends. We are perfectly indifferent 
to others; and, to some, we have a feeling of abhorrence, just as you 
have. There is no ruling passion among us; but we all of us know, 
or have to learn, that ours is a great commonwealth, and that a man 
cannot work for himself without benefiting others in a greater or lesser 
degree. We know, also, that when we work for others, we are at the 
same time laying up riches for ourselves, and when we know this we, 
of course, do our best for others, and so increase our own store. A 
prejudice conquered, a little affection gained, and so on, form the 
greatest treasures we possess, and are current coin among us, The 
one who possesses the greatest amount of love and goodwill to his 
fellows is a millionaire. You can work for yourselves. The man who 
comes to us unloved by those he leaves behind is a beggar; he comes 
here naked. Affection forms our food, clothes, meat, and drink. The 
more goodwill and affection you gain for yourselves below, the more 
riches you bring here with you. A kindly deed done on earth to a 
fellow creature is worth to you here more than thousands, 

A question was asked about some departed lady, 

Staiford.—No, I don’t know her, except from what Walter has told 
me, I cannot remember seeing her. 

Méller.—Mr. Statford, you have sometimes said about another spirit, 
“Iwill tell him when 1 see him.” Have you one common language 
among you, or how do you manage to explain your wishes and ideas to 
each other. What is your faculty for speaking? 

Stafford.—That I cannot explain ; but you can understand from your 
own experience in mesmeric experiments that it is possible to make a 
sensitive read your thoughts, and yet you never speak. We can under- 
stand each other in a certain way; that is, we who know each other 
well need never speak; but if we wish to converse with those a little 
lower in the scale of intelligence then words are necessary. 4 

Méler.—Mrs. Elliott is said to be a trance medium. Do you think I 
can mesmerise her ? 

Stafford.—I do not think you can mesmerise her. She is not very 
susceptible. You should practice mesmeric experiments more. You 
might be a healing medium, and a good one. 

Moller.—What shall I do in order to become a good medium, 

Staflord.—Study anatomy. Learn the whole course of the nerves. 
Make a study of the nervous system, and practise wherever you see an 
opportunity. If I can help I will. I was also a mesmerist. 

Möller.— Will you tell me how to proceed ? 


T'I tell him. Let me know when you want 
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Stafford.—No ; but I will give you general instructions. Make out a 
classified list of questions about such information as you may require, 
and I will do my best to assist you. During the next few days I think 
I can do so. Study your health and strength; for, remember, the 
stronger you are the better you are able to give strength to your 
patients. Practice on any one who has need, and of these there are 
hundreds. You need not be at aloss for subjects; animals, even, can be 
used ; and, remember this, the more you give to others of your strength, 
in this respect, the stronger you become ; but see first after your own 
bodily health. Also study anatomy, that you may not make mistakes, 
and, instead of curing, increase the disease, 


Méller.—My bodily health is not the very best. I have curvature of 


the spine ; but for that, I suppose, there is no cure? 

Stafford.—No cure. But that will not interfere with your mesmeric 
influence, if you see that you do not wilfully or from neglect let your 
health fail. 


a Elliott.—What shall I do with my feet? They make me feel 
so bad. 

Stafford.— You will feel worse if you do not take care to follow out 
the instructions. Get your feet better before the disease gets into the 
system. Do as the doctor tells you, and be careful, Good night. 

HUMNUR STAFFORD. 


It being late, the sitting was then adjourned until the 
16th Oct. GERVAIS. 


SDRPRAPAADOAD LOCO OSES OSI OIOCS 


SPIRITUALISM IN CHESTER. 
THE USE OF PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS, 


THE announcement that Mr. Morse, the Spiritualist trance medium, 
would deliver an inspirational lecture under spirit influence, drew a 
large audience to the weekly meeting, which was held on Wednesday 
evening last in the Lecture-room of the Society of Natural Science, 
Lower Bridge-street, Chester. It had been arranged that the question 
‘Mr. Morse was to speak upon should be selected by the audience in the 
room, and upwards of a dozen questions were handed in to the chairman 
to be put to the meeting. The one which received the largest number 
of votes read as follows :—“ If the communications of the spirits are for 
the purpose of convincing mankind of an hereafter, why do they make 
their manifestations by means of kicks, thumps, table rapping, scratching, 
nose pulling, or slate writing ?”’ 

Mr. Morse, who was received with applause, at once rose to answer 
it, and in commencing said it would be at once conceded by every person 
of average attainments that it was rather the end to be attained than 
the means by which the object was accomplished that should be con- 
sidered. Let them suppose that the object of these spirits who had 
communication with man was to give him such evidence as should 
satisfy him that there were such beings in existence, it seemed to them 
that if this object were accomplished by such ignoble means as nose 
pulling, table rapping, &e., a great deal had been gained, And having 
admitted the possibility of this, might it not often open the way to better 
things, might it not be the foundation upon which a fairer structure 
could be erected? At least one of the possibilities of these efforts would 
be that it would bring them into contact with the spiritual life. Such 
arguments as these would be perfectly sufficient for the purpose of 
answering the question submitted. But they were not satisfied with 
arguments such as these, He would ask first what were the objects of 
this communion, and secondly, what were the methods employed to give 
effect to those objects? In this world everything must be either 
beneficial or otherwise, Spiritualism has appealed to the suffrages of 
the world in its present modern day form for some thirty years. It has 
yun the round of all grades of society, it has taken possession of all 
conditions of minds, and surely so widespread, so rampant a delusion 
must have something more behind it than mere fancy, smoke, and 
theory. Where there is so much smoke, may we not just suppose that 
there is at least a modicum of fire? And granting the presence of that 
fire, who can say how little may be required to fan it into a flame? If 
Spiritualism is of any use in the world, its primary use must be that 
suggested in the first part of the question before us. But let us first 
take the question in this form. Granting the present day evidence of 
immortal life, is such present day evidence necessary? Has not the 
world got on quite well enough without it? Are not men perfectly 
satisfied without the revelation they possess? They would answer, 
“ Yes, a great number are perfectly satisfied, but a great number are not 
go well satistied—are inclined, in fact, to put the question in the position 
of not proven.” They would like to have more evidence, would like to put the 
question to the testofreason’s crucible. They ask for evidence of immortality. 
Revelation, they say, has failed to give them that evidence; logic has 
played sad havoc with all their tender susceptibilities, and the result 
has been that, having asked for bread, they have received a stone. Is 
there not need, then, for present day evidences ? You can appeal to such 
people by faith no longer; you have tried, and they have escaped the 
ordeal scathless, and until they have better evidence, they will remain 
outside in the region of infidelity. You may say—These people have 
no right to reject the evidence of revelation. It is all very well to say 
that, as long as you are not of the number of the outcasts. But there is 
wanted to-day a something that shall vitalise the old faith, that shall 
give a purpose to the arm of Christian truth. And where better can we 
find that something than in present day evidences which kill infidelity 
with one sure blow, and bind it so that it may never rise again? But 
the means by which this is effected, you say, is table turning, &c. 
Well, if these raps and kicks and thumps and nose pullings do more 
than preaching has ever been able to do for the outcasts who want 
evidence, the balance is in favour of the undignified efforts. The object 
of Spiritualism is to bring these present day evidences before the consi- 
deration of mankind. And now let me add to that statement that these 
present day evidences are not bran new patent inventions sent down 


upon earth for the first time. Anyone acquainted with historical facts, 
both sacred and profane, will know that a precisely similar kind of thing 
has occurred all along the line of both sacred and profane history. But 
why are not more dignified methods resorted to? Why does not the 
spiritual world send out its bravest and best decked in most glorious 
robes? Well, the plain simple fact of the whole case is that the 
spiritual world does not do this generally. This leads me to a very 
awkward part of the question, so awkward, that I fear I shall tread 
upon your susceptibilities. But in that case I must ask you to 
remember that it was you who chose the subject, not I. What kind of 
people, then, go into the spiritual world, and what kind of spirits are 
permitted to come back into this world? Dying not only concerns our 
position after death, but our nature too. In other words, what will we 
be after death is the whole problem. It is a question that can only be 
answered in three ways. Either by taking a trip to the spirit world 
and seeing for ourselves the condition of our departed friends, or else, 
being content with the ordinary training and teaching on the subject, or 
by believing the teachings of Spiritualism, and letting our friends come 
back and tell us their experiences. But this will spoil some very prett; 
theories. We must not let the dead tell tales, because if we admit 
their reality we shall have to come to the conclusion that they know 
more about the conditions of the other life living in them than we 
do, not living in them. Spiritualism says that the spirit goes into the 
other world neither better nor worse than now. Grant the fact that 
there isa spiritual body, and that after death you are neither wiser nor 
worse than when you left this world—it then follows that, seeing there a 
great number of people of, certainly, very peculiar temperament who 
leave this world, if they come back they are very likely to carry on 
the same operations they were accustomed to when here. But is 
it not easier to suppose that only the good and wise spirits will be able 
to come back to men? The only test that Nature ever imposes upon 
any person is his knowledge of how any given object is to be accom- 
plished. And if the spirits who rap tables and pull noses can accomplish 
by these means the purposes for which they were sent, the fact of their 
being learned or uncultured is altogether beside the question. ‘* What 
is the good of it?” some will say. In answering that I would first say, 
“Ts it true?” for if it is true it must be good. There never was a 
truth yet that had no use in the world. The mode of proof, though, is 
very undignified. But what matter the insignificance of the means 
employed if by these means we are brought face to face with the gates of 
immortality? The means may be insignificant, contemptible ; but what 
invention is there in the world of science to-day, what invention known 
to mechanics, that was not in the first instance carried to its final issue 
by means quite as contemptible? (Cheers.) But if you contend that 
nose pulling, table turning, &c., are necessary parts of Spiritualism, you 
do wrong to the subject. It is said that public mediums are often 
caught tripping, and that their imposture makes the whole question of 
Spiritualism contemptible in the judgment of intelligent men. But 
Spiritualism does not depend for its proof upon public paid medium- 
ship. It rests upon facts, and if these are universally disproved it will 
die and pass away. But until this is done Spiritualism will continue to 
flourish and extend. Ifit was only intended to demonstrate the reality 
of the future life we might get on very comfortably without it. But it 
has other functions. The spirits who are allowed to come back must do 
some good, or else their presence would not be so valuable as some 
imagine. If Spiritualism did not branch out into other directions 
besides mere phenomena we should be inclined to denounce it rather 
than support it. In conclusion, Mr. Morse said that all Spiritualism 
asked at their hands was a fair field and no favour; and this, at least, 
it might ask from every impartial mind. The lecturer then resumed his 
seat amid continued applause, after having spoken for upwards of an 
hour, We have merely given a brief outline of his remarks; his address 
from an elocutionary point of view alone was a treat seldom obtained in 
Chester. 
Several of the members afterwards put questions to Mr. Morse, who 
answered them as they were put with a promptness and clearness that 
were, if possible, even more remarkable than the ability of his address, 
Time did not permit of a debate, but it was announced that a debate on 
the subject would be arranged shortly. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Morse, proposed by the secretary and seconded 
by Mr. C. Taylor, was unanimously passed, and the proceedings were 
brought to a close.— Cheshire Observer. 


Mrs. S. W. FLETCHER, the mesmeric healer, being engaged upon 
literary work, desires us to inform the public that she will be unable 
to receive any new patients for the present, 

Own three occasions Mrs. Makdougall Gregory, of 21, Green-street 
Grosvenor-square, London, has tested the power of Miss Ross to read 
character from handwriting. We believe that the writing has some 
mesmeric effect on Miss Boss, and that the character of the writer 
then comes to her by spiritual impression. However that may be, in 
two or three cases her delineations have been so precise, clear, and free 
from error, as to leave no doubt that some genuine psychic phenomenon 
is at the root of the matter. In two of Mrs. Gregory’s cases Miss 
Ross was not given the names of the writers ; she was merely furnished 
with a scrap cut out of a letter from each. 

NARROW: MINDEDNESS.— We hear it asked if doctrinal zeal can, in 
this country, be fanned into war. I answer, mix it with state matters, 
and see. Show me a people, whether Catholic or Protestant, who 
persistently shut their eyes and ears to free discussions and candid 
investigation—-who see no good, no honesty, and no religion outside 
the picket lines of their own church—who are so destitute of moral 
sense as to base their regard and respect for their fellow man upon the 
doctrine he professes, rather than upon the solid substratum of 
character he is known to possess, and [ will show you people who 
have perpetual war in their hearts. — Clarke, 
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A BABY SONG. 


Tux following from last Monday’s Evening Standard was originally 
quoted from The University Magazine. It is by Miss C. A. Burke, 
and it is remarkable that although the London daily newspapers 
usually vulgarly abuse Spiritualists whenever they know them to be 
such, anything in those papers not of merely ephemeral value is almost 
sure to be written by a Spiritualist :— 


“Sweet little Enid—how did you come here— 
Into this kingdom of tears and sighs ? 
Did you wander out of some fairy palace ? 
Or did you fall from the azure skies? 


“Did you drop at our feet from a golden sunbeam ? 
Did the great stork bring you? you creature small ; 
Were you cradled soft in the heart of a lily ? 
Or hidden under a mushroom tall ? 


“That swaying bulrush is twice your stature— 
The sunflower set by the garden door 
To the hollyhock whispers, ‘Was ever a baby 
So tiny seen in the world before?’ 


“How did you eome by all your beauty ? 
Did an angel lend you those sweet blue eyes? 
Did the fayfolk fashion those dainty fingers ? 
Aud print that dimple for our surprise? 


“Did the ripe peach fall on your cheek and tint it? 
- Did the jasmine whiten that forehead fair ? 
Did the red rose blush on your lips for sweetness ? 
And the silkworm spin you your golden hair? 


“Did the woodbirds teach you your wanton singing ? 
And the brook your laughter so wild and gay? 
Were your wee feet trained to those graceful dances 
In some fairy ring where you chanced to stray ? 


“Sweet little Enid—or fay, or angel, 
We blessed your coming, we bless it still; 
For there was a void in our hearts, my darling, 
An aching void you were sent to fill. 


“: What do we think you?’ You know who'll tell you— 
Tempt her with flowers, your childish charms— 
What does she whisper? ‘The sweetest baby 
That ever was given to mother’s arms.” 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS. 


Last Monday night, at the first of the fortnightly winter meetings of 
the British National Association of Spiritualists, at 38, Great Russell- 
street, London, Mr. Desmond Fitz-Gerald, M.S.Tel.E., president of the 
Research Committee, occupied the chair. Among the listeners present 
were Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Massey, Dr. Wyld, Mr. William White 
(author of The Life of Swedenborg), Dr. Carter Blake, the Rev. W. 
Stainton-Moses, M.A. (Oxon.), Mr. F. W. Percival, M.A. (Oxon). Mr. 
George ©. Joad, Mrs. W. Tebb, Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Stack, and 
Captain John James, 

The Chairman opened the proceedings by welcoming those who 
attended the first meeting of the session. He said that the programme 
of the papers of the session had been carefully drawn up by Mr. Stainton- 
Moses ; in the discussions at the meetings, Spiritualistic subjects were 
dealt with in the light of pure reason, without any animosity or 
personalities. 

Dr. Carter Blake then, in the absenee of the author, read Mr. Bon- 
wick’s paper on The Soul-Ideas of the Ancient Egyptians, published on 
the next page of this number of The Spiritualist. 

Mr, Gerald Massey wished to know whether Mr. Bonwick had found 
anything in Egyptian records connected with the phenomena of 
Spiritualism; he had been searching for years without being able to find 
any proof that the Egyptians believed in Spiritualistic manifestations, 
with the exception of one case, where a soul was represented as re- 
turning to reanimatea mummy. He thought all the religious ideas of 
the ancient Egyptians were based upon certain ordinary material facts of 
nature. Mr. Bonwick had recently published a book on the same 
subject as his paper of that evening ; also another book on the Pyramids: 
both works were very useful, but he wished that they had references in 
them. Much of Egyptian mythology was founded upon astronomical 
facts, The ancient Egyptians believed in transformation, but not in 
reincarnation. 

Dr. Wyld wished to know how far Egyptian ideas were derived from 
their knowledge of mesmeric phenomena, and of elairvoyance. 

Mr. Gerald Massey could only acconnt for the absence of mention 
of psychic phenomena, on the theory that when they knew the facts 
they did not alter their earlier mode of expression, but went on reading 
iuto it. They had done this with other of their newer ideas. 

The Chairman said that the Egyptian Book of the Dead contained 
these three expressions:—‘‘I have given thee thy spirit: I have 
given thee thy soul: I have given thee thy force.” In this sentence the 
modern idea of body, soul, and spirit was included. 

Mr. Gerald Massey remarked that the Book of the Dead was at least 
seven thousand years old, and before it began the Egyptian mythology 
was extant. He believed that the birthplace of the human race was in 
the tropics; that the Egyptians were black men untold ages ago, but 
that they were almost red men when they began on the monuments ; 
the time required for these and other organic changes in the race was 
so great as to be beyond calculation. There was no idea in tho 
Christian theology not to be found in Egyptian records, with tho excep- 
tion of that of God being made mau. He pointed out what he con- 
sidered to be the primitive order of inflections from word-roots, of which 
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he traced the history in detail in the English, Hottentot, and ancient 
Egyptian languages. He further urged the correlation between many 
words, which he found identieal in various parts of the world, and 
suggested that much time must have been necessary for the filiation of 
such languages as, e.g., the Hottentot, which commeneed by uttering a 
ph sound, which afterwards became pp, and finally b. He condemned 
the school of Egyptologists represented by Max Miiller, and announced 
that he was about to publish a large work on that subject. 

Miss Kislingbury said that Mr. Bonwick had put forward in his paper 
the opinion that the Egyptians embalmed their dead, not because they 
expected the resurrection of the body, but of something whieh remained 
associated with the body—the earthly soul, as it were—which awaited 
in the mummified corpse some future reunion with the real spirit, after 
this had passed through certain purgatorial states. Miss Kislingbury 
would like to know whether this belief, which appeared somewhat akin 
to the views of some Spiritualists, might not have been held by the 
early Christians, and not the resurrection of the actual physical body, 
which Bishop Wordsworth had lately asserted in his sermon against 
eremation to be still the teaching of the Chureh. 

The Rey. W. Stainton-Moses said that there was no doubt that the 
resurreetion of the physical body was one of the doctrines of the early 
Christian Church. He wished to know if there were any evidence of 
the importation of the religion of Egypt from India. The Egyptian 
religion was a religion of daily life; it regarded the body as the habita- 
tion of the soul, therefore as a sacred temple to be cared for day by 
day. It had a kind of ritual of work, recognising the presence of 
the Supreme as underlying everything. It seemed to be a reaction 
from the religion of contemplation of the Hindus, a religion which 
despised the body, and regarded the present life as something to be got 
rid of as soon as possible. He thought that evidence existed that in 
their temples the Egyptians practised mesmerism and magie, but the 
knowledge, perhaps, belonged to a narrow easte, who did not put their 
methods on record. 

Mr. Thomas Shorter thought that our limited information about tha 
amount of knowledge of psychology possessed by the Egyptians was due 
to their secrecy. They knew something about mesmerism and entrance- 
ment, as set forth in the book by Iamblichus upon Egypt and other 
Eastern nations. Some of the gods of Greece were risen and deified 
men, and the religion of Greece was largely derived from Egypt. 

Mr. Stainton-Moses said—In connection with this discussion some 
articles printed in back volumes of The Spiritualist are interesting, 
namely, ‘‘ The Doctrine of Immortality among the Ancient Egyptians,” 
by M. Constant, of Smyrna, in the numbers of Sept. 11th and Nov. 6th, 
1874, and Jan. Ist, 1875. Also “ Spirit Teachings,” Nos. 42, 13, and 44. 

Dr. Carter Blake, in reply to Mr. Shorter, pointed out that the 
authenticity of the works of Iamblichus was much disputed, and it was 
a moot point whether the work was very ancient. In reply to Miss 
Kislingbury, he said that, although the early Christians at Rome 
undoubtedly practised sepulture, yet evidenee had beeu aecumulated 
that cremation, or urn-burial, was not altogether absentin some Chris- 
tian interments. In reply to Mr. Stainton-Moses, he recognised the 
importance of that part of Mr. Bonwiek’s paper in which the prior 
antiquity of Egyptian to Indian mythology was insisted on, and read a 
quotation from Professor Owen’s Ethnology of Egypt, in which it was 
stated that ‘ From the priests of On the Grecian sage (Plato) reeeivod 
the doctrine of the immortality of the soul;” and “ All other histories 
are comparatively recent after that of Iigypt.” He regretted that no 
expert Egyptologist of the school of Lepsius, Champollion, or Birch had 
addressed them on Mr. Bonwick’s paper. He would not follow out some 
of the speculations which had been given, though he was certainly under 
the impression that Dev was a Sanskrit word signifying a deity, and 
convertible, aceording to German law as interpreted by Schleicher, into 
Geog, or Deus. The connection between Tom (the ‘“ piper’s son”) of 
nursery legends and the Egyptian Tum was not clear; and the theory 
that the word Hottentot was derived from an Egyptian sourco presup- 
posed that the old Dutch travellers who proceeded to tho Cape, and 
named the “clicking ” natives Hottentots, were conversant with Egyptian 
literals. With regard to the labial sounds, we need not go so far as tho 
Cape to find a nation like the ancient Greeks, in whose alphabet tho 
sounds G, 7, and ® were distinct, even without the digamma. The word 
edwdov, which had been frequently used, was eertainly aecented with 
the second syllable long. He apologised for mentioning sueh elementary 
facts. 

The proeeedings then elosed. 


DN PISS CCCCCCROCCTCCCECEE 
LLIKLLA 


GREAT quantities of eopies of The Spiritualist have been put into 
eirculation gratuitously during the past fortnight, and a few more 
packages are still obtainable by those who will make good use of them 
and pay their carriage. 

Mr. T. P. Barkas writes to us that he has never seen the charac- 
teristic of jealousy between the two Newcastle physical mediums. Wo 
can add that it is the same with Mr. Williams, who has always spoken 
of other mediums as well as he could, and during a long course of 
years has aeted in a way which gained him the general respect of 
Spiritualists. 

Srmitvaristic Somue—Last Wednesday night, at tho first of the 
winter series of monthly Spiritualistic soirées, at 38, Great lussell-street, 
London, Mr. Desmond F'itz-Gerald presided, and gave a few words of 
welcome on the oceasion of the reunion. In the course of the evening 
he also interested the company by exhibiting at work the galvanometric 
apparatus for testing mediums. Mr. F. Barrett also entertained thoso 
present by exhibiting in action tho new self-recording machinery for 
registering the weight of mediums during manifestations. Mr. 
Dawson Rogers was the steward. During the evening some excel- 
Jeut singing and music were giveu by Mrs. Mdwin his, Mr. Little, the 
Misses Withall, Miss Kishngbury, and Miss Maltby. 
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SOUL-IDEAS OF THE ANCIENT EGYPTIANS.* 
BY JAMES BONWIOK, F.R.G,8. 

THESE ideas are of especial interest to us, since they were 
cherished in the very infancy of civilisation; or, at any rate, 
were received by the first historically-known civilised people. 

The metaphysical conceptions of the Greeks yield evidences 
of their derivative characters. A study of more ancient 
writings than those of Plato and Aristotle leads us to foun- 
tain heads of Athenian learning. Trading communication 
with Phoonicia opened up that Oriental means of intelligence. 
India was only known through a Phoonician medium before 
the Alexandrian epoch. Chaldean wisdom reached the 
AÆgean Sea through Tyre and Tarsus. 

The soul-ideas of Greeks can be traced distinctly enough 
to the Vedas and Zendavesta. But ancient as those writings 
of the Aryans of India and Persia undoubtedly are, and more 
remote than had at one time been imagined, they are both 
thousands of years younger than the Sacred Books of Egypt. 
Without entering upon the question of how far those Aryan 
forefathers of ours were indebted to the land of Ham for 
their knowledge, it will be admitted by every one that the 
investigation of Egyptian notions brings us nearer the real 
youth of mankind than any inquiries elsewhere. 

Two thousand years before Troy, or even Babylon, Thebes 
was flourishing ; and before Thebes, Memphis and the Pyra- 
mids, existed. Excepting such colossi as the Pyramids and 
the great Sphinx, the buildings of Egypt, whose ruins we 
sec, are absolutely of less antiquity than some parts of the 
Egyptian Scriptures in our possession. Portions at least of 
that Bible may be assumed 2,500 years older than the books 
of Moses. 

The Egyptians, unlike the Hebrews, were a metaphysical 
race, and at a very early period had settled to their satisfac- 
tion the dogma of the souls immortality. Sir Gardner 
Wilkinson, Dr. Birch, and such French authorities as MM. 
Lenormant, Pierret, Deveria, Rougé, &c., are agreed that 
the religion of Egypt was fixed in character at the ago of 
the Great Pyramid. 

The Egyptian Scriptures consist of several books. The most 
complete copy of the so-called Ritual of the Dead has 165 
chapters. In Abraham’s time there were 150 chapters. 
Baron Bunsen dates some of the most ancient portions from the 
very foundation of the monarchy. Several chapters are seen 
written upon the coffin of a queen who reigned during the 
Pyramid days. - 

What, then, do these ancient writings declare about the 
soul ? 

In the first books of the Jewish Scriptures there are no 
references to the fate of the soul. On the contrary, the very 
central idea of the Egyptian Bible is the Resurrection. The 
renewal of man’s existence after death is unmistakably 
blazoned forth in the earliest chapters preserved to us. 

The Pantheon of Egypt, the most primitive of all known 
mythologies, is the purest in regard to morals, and the most 
philosophical of remote speculations. The spirituality, so to 
speak, of Egyptian gods and goddesses is as superior to the 
classical conceptions of Greece and Rome as these may be 
to the most degraded of African fetishisms. Osiris, Isis, 
and Horns, it is true, had their part to play on this earth, 
That part was associated with refinement of feeling, and the 
honourable display of noble qualities calculated to elevate 
man to heaven, and to extend his charity on earth, But 
other gods and goddesses—all variously-named attributes 
of abstract Deity—existed apart from this world, though in 
no locally-enthroned Olympus. They were thus spiritual 
in essence. 

A people whose divinities were immaterial would naturally 
attach immateriality, as commonly implied by that word, to 
their own thinking powers. 

Some think Egyptian ideas were like those now prevailing 
among Buddhists. The latter admit five distinct parts of 
man, each of which disappears after death. But the essence 
of these, or human desires of the individual, may be said to 
reappear in another state or body, different from the deceased, 
and yet, in a sense, the perpetuation of himself, As 
Gautama Buddha was only a reformer of his country’s faith, 
and no mere originator of opinions, he may have thus de- 
veloped in his sermons the ancient creed of Egypt. 


aE <A Nigiri Cao aod aa ene ae eee ee ee 
* A paper read last Monday night before the British National Association of Spiritualists. 
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H wonderful deeds. 


A number of Egyptian words for soul have received a 
variety of interpretations, as it is difficult to translate terms of 
abstract qualities. But the ordinary word for soul is sahou. 
This is described by M. Deveria in almost Buddhist phrase- 
ology: “It was a new being furmed by the reunion of 
corporeal elements elaborated by nature, and in which the 
soul was reborn, in order to accomplish a new terrestrial 
existence.” Re-incarnation was distinctly taught in Egypt, 
though not, as far as we see, in the very earlier periods of 
religious history. i 

The saou was pictured as a bird. In some cases it is 
being carried off from a dead body by another bird, or spirit, 
its special convoy to a fresh sphere. One very ancient 
human figure has been discovered, on the breast of which is 
represented a human-headed dove, to denote the coming 
resurrection of the deceased. The emblem of the Holy 
Spirit was thus early recognised. 

The sahou is, also, pictured as a bird, with a human head, 
returning to the mummy. After the man’s decease, it had 
gone to Amenti, or Hades. There it had endured the disci- 
pline of purgatory, becoming purified of its earth defilement, 
and it was now hastening to re-unite itself with a something 
in that corpse. What was the attraction ? 

Along with that preserved body was the ordinarily invi- 
sible quality, well known to Spiritualists of all ages, and 
called by various names. This something was attached to 
the frame. Egyptians speak of ka, khou, ba, khaba, akh, 
apart from the mummy. One authority says the sahow 
went to the Ament? ; another thinks the da was the traveller. 
One supposes ka to be the animal soul; žaba, the astral 
form, or shadow; akh, the terrestrial intelligence; and ġa, 
the higher soul. But there is a general agreement that one 
soul, or portion of a soul, passed through the necessary 
forms in Hades for pardon and purification, while the other 
was retained in or with the mummy. 

The priest said or sang a variety of prayers or incantations 
over the corpse, with the avowed object of keeping the 
members alive, though in an inactive, latent state. It was 
possible, as in the case of the dead Osiris, for a part of the 
body to re-develop activity. The very care taken to pre- 
serve the frame, so marked a feature in the customs of 
Egypt, was intended to retain the presence of that spiritual 
body, while the other, or duplicate, soul was on its disciplinary 
tour somewhere else. 

The resurrection necessitated the union of the soul that re- 
mained with the mummy to the sahkow, or soul, that had 
passed the trials of purgatory. That union was, in fact, the 
true resurrection. After the final judgment below, the soul 
joyfully rejoined the spiritual body, and rose with it, as 
believed, to the mansions of glory. This idea, so strictly in 
harmony with the fifteenth chapter of the first of Corinthians, 
was accepted in Egypt ages before the call of Abraham. 

The hope of the Egyptian was that he should rise again, 
as Osiris arose from the dead. That god was not only his 
Saviour, but his representative. The deceased himself became 
Osiris by name ; and being, as supposed, related to that deity, 
he must necessarily live after disappearance here. 

The King-worship of Egypt was at first the deification of 
man after death; and, subsequently, even before death, as 
he personified the god Horus, or rising sun, the first fruits 
of the grave. The King was adored because his soul was in 
some mysterious sense Divinity itself. The act of coronation, 
or, rather, the consecration service attending it, had as 
miraculous an effect upon him as the consecration of 
eucharistic bread by the Egyptian priests. These religious 
persons, though not themselves divine, could, by their 
prayers, turn the bread cakes into the real flesh of Osiris or 
Isis, and the soul of the King into the soul of Horus the 

od. 

j Egyptian magicians declared themselves endowed with the 
spirit of some one particular celestial being ; in the name of 
that deity they authoritatively called upon another of the 
heavenly powers to obey their will. All the ordinary opinions 
of modern Spiritualists were recognised in Egypt. Spirits 
hovered about the mummied body; spirits influenced, and 
even possessed, the living; spirits could be called or driven 
forth by mediums; spirits foretold events and wrought 
At the same time it must be observed 
that the Egyptians did not receive Demonology or Black 
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Magic, so prominent in old Chaldæa and Christian medizeval 
countries, traceable to an African or a Turanian source. _ 

The diversity of opinions in Egypt testifies to the in- 
quiring spirit of the people and the absence of dogmatic 
authority. The future fate of the soul was not so distinctly 
indicated in their Bible, but that men could speculate from 
chapter and verse as to what became of the spirits of the 
dead, in the same way as our theologians do. 

But there is this difference. Some of our divines can find, 
as they consider, Scripture authority for non-immortality of 
soul, No materialist could quote texts from Egyptian 
writings in support of such a dogma, since they are at least 
clear upon continued existence, in some form, aftcr death. 

Still, these holy books were not precise, or our interpreta- 
tation is obscure upon the condition of the soul. While 
certain passages favour the theory of eternal punishments, 
others point to a restoration after a course of trial. The 
phrase ‘gift of eternal life’’ occurs repeatedly, as if the 
gods made a special grant of immortality, according to the 
idea entertained by Mr. Dale, of Birmingham. At a later 
period the Pantheistic doctrine of absorption supplanted the 
original faith with the more philosophical class. Egyptians, 
like the moderns, indulged in speculation on such subjects, 
having no thought of the employment of experimental 
science to determine the question of intellectual being. 

It is but natural that we should inquire into the origin of 
Egyptian soul-ideas, and how the notions of the nineteenth 
century A.D. were so accordant with those of, say, the 
thirtieth or even fortieth century B.C. 

Some will assume these soul-ideas to be the remnants of 
an original revelation to the Egyptians, or to some earlier 
and now forgotten people. 

Others suppose they grew with the gradual advance from 
barbarism. Men saw sunrise follow sunset, plant life spring 
from plant death, and so associated death of man with a 
reappearance somewhcre. Mummies evidence a belief in 
the soul’s resurrection, and we have no knowledge of Egypt 
when these were non-existent. A belief in soul, as inde- 
pendent of body preceded, therefore, that preservation of 
the body. Whether this was 7,000 or 10,000 years ago, we 
have no means of determining. 

The steady faith, in the vastly remote Pyramid days, that 
the dead would rise again, must have given hope to the 
dying and joy to the bereaved, while affording a motive for 
the exercise of virtue on earth. A gradual decline of morals 
in Egypt would seem to have accompanied the gradual de- 
parture from the simple soul-ideas of more primitive times. 


CHURCH TESTIMONY TO THE REALITY OF SPIRITUAL 
MANIFESTATIONS. 


8ST. CHRYSOSTOM. 


“« Bur if any one assert that these Jfiracles in the Acts of j 


ihe Apostles are mere smoke, and a fictitious wonder un- 
worthy of credit, let us view those of the present day, which 
are calculated both to stop and to put to shame the blas- 
pheming mouth, and to check the unbridled tongue. For, 
throughout our whole habitable world, there is not a country, 
a nation, or a city, where these wonders are not commonly 
spoken of, which, if figments, would never have occasioned 
so much admiration, And you yourselves, indeed, might 
testify for us to this. For we shall have no occasion to 
receive confirmation of what we assert from others, seeing 
that you yourselves, our opponcnts, supply us therewith.”— 
Ed. Par. 1621, tom. 1. 
ST, AUGUSTINE. 

** Answers to prayer come not only from members of the 
true church, but also pagans, and Jews, and heretics, though 
abandoned to various errors and superstitions. ‘These 
answers to prayer, however, they receive either from seducing 
spirits (who nevertheless can do nothing, unless they are per- 
mitted by God, who supremely and ineffably decrees what is 
to be allotted to each), or from God himself, cither for the 
punishment of their wickedness, or for the consolation of 
their misery, or for admonition to scek eternal salvation. 
But no one really comes to salvation, and to life eternal, 
unless he have Christ for his Head.”— Tom. VII., p. 3, col. 4. 

“ Moreover, if any one obtain an answer to prayer, praying 
at the tombs of heretics, he receives good or bad, not accord- 


| ing to the merit of the place, but according to the desert of 
his own petition.”’— Tom. VII. p. 3, col. 4, 

“ For, even now, miracles are wrought in His name, 
whether by his sacraments (ordinances), or by prayers, or 
the tombs of his saints. But they are not proclaimed with 
the same renown, so as to be equally spread abroad with the 
former. For the Sacred Volume, which was to be made 
known on all sides, causes the former to be told everywhere 
and to hold their place in all men’s memories; but the latter 
are known of, scarcely by the whole city or neighbourhood 


| vor they may happen to be wrought.” —Tom. V., p. 299, 
i col. 2. 


JUSTYN MARTYR. 


“ Now we also, who believe in Jesus, who was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, exorcise, and have power over, all 
devils and evil spirits.” —Dialogue with Trypho. 


TERTULLIAN. 


& Produce here some one, in your courts of justice, who 
is known to be possessed by a devil. The spirit, on being 
commanded by any Christian to speak, will as readily avow 
himself to be a devil, which he really is, as elsewhere a god, 
which he is not.” 

LACTANTIUS, 

“They (the devils) dread the righteous; that is, the 
worshippers of God, and go out when adjured by his name. 
Scourged by their words, as if by stripes, they not only 
acknowledge themsclvcs to be devils, but tell their names, 
the same by which they are worshipped in the temple. This 
they do, for the most part, in the presence of their worship- 
pers, to the disgrace, not of true religion, but of that religious 
service which is rendered to themselves: not being able to 
lie, either to God, in whose name they are adjured, or to the 
righteous, by whose voice they arc tormented.” 


ATHANASIUS, 


“The Emperor said to Arius, on the day that the awful 
death of the latter took place, and just after he had per- 


jured himself by his oath of orthodoxy, ‘If thy faith be 


sound, thou hast sworn well. If it be impious, and thou hast 
sworn nevertheless, the Lord punish thy swearing.’ Shortly 
after, his punishment came. Another circumstance is re- 
markable. His friends aimed at introducing him with 
triumph into the church ; the believers prayed that he might 
never come there. His friends boasted that he should enter 
the church the next day. Alexander, Bishop of Constanti- 
nople, prayed that, if so, he himself might die; or, if the 
Lord pitied His people, He would remove Arius. Arius, 
meanwhile, passing vainly and wantonly in triumph through 
the city, was overtaken, as is well known, by a sudden and 
horrid death. Accordingly, Athanasius himself uniformly 
speaks of the event as miraculous. He says of it, for instance, 
‘A miraculous and supernatural event took place.’ And, 
referring to the same event, ‘For the Lord Himself gave 


i$} judgment between the threats of the Eusebians and the 


prayer of Alexander, and condemned the Arian heresy.’ 
And once more, still referring to Arius’s sudden and dreadful 
death: ‘ For no other, but the Lord himself, whom they had 
blasphemed, passed a sentence of condemnation on the 
heresy which had risen up against Him.’ And again, ‘ My 
opinion is, that when the miracle of His death is known, not 
even those can dare to doubt, how hateful to God is the 
Arian heresy, who formerly questioned this.’ <A faith in 
miracles appcars in other parts of the works of Athanasius. 
I refer not to the apparently superstitious narrative which 


i) is mixed up with his writings, but which, I believe, exists 


only in Latin, of miracles said to be done by an image in 
Berytho, a city of Syria. The following passage, which we 
have in the Greek, is doubtless from the pen of Athanasius 
himself; and plainly recognises the working of miracles in 
his own times. In the ‘ Questions,’ the inquiry is made, 
‘How do heretics work miracles? He replies by referring 
to Matthew vii. 22; and adds, ‘For, frequently, it is not 
the sanctity of him who works the miracle that affects the 
cure, but the faith respecting him of the person who comes 
to him.” —Rev. Thos. Boys, M.A, ( Cantab). 


ST. GREGORY. 
“St. Gregory has been appealed to as teaching that miracles 
are withdrawu: but he docs not mean to asscrt this abso- 
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lutely. He says, indeed, referring to his own times, ‘The 
low estate of the faithful is in a manner bereaved of the 
multitude and notoriety of miracles.’ But it is clear that 
he means only to speak comparatively: for he says before of 
miracles, ‘The Divine appointment, indeed, does by no 
means withdraw them wholly ; but it does not manifest them 
so openly and frequently as in former times.’ 

“In another place, again, Gregory says, ‘ Be not, therefore, 
dearest brethren, enamoured of signs, which may be had in 
common with the reprobate.’ Here he clearly recognises 
the possibility of signs, though he warns his brethren not to 
lay too much stress on them. Just before, he speaks still 
more plainly: ‘For those material miracles,’ (he seems to 
speak of them as opposed to spiritual miracles, or miracles 
of grace,) ‘do sometimes afford evidence of holiness, but 
they do not make it ;’ and again, ‘ Even bad men may have 
them,’ (i.e., work or experience them.”)—Rev. Thos. Boys, 
M.A. ( Cantab/). 


CALVIN. 


“One thing must not be omitted, that on the nineteenth 
of December ” (1562), ‘ Calvin lying in bed sick of the gout, 
it being the Sabbath-day, and the north wind having blown 
two days strongly, le said to many who were present, ‘ Truly 
I know not what is the matter, but I thought this night I 
heard war-like drums beating very loud, and I could not 
persuade myself but it was so. Let us therefore go to 
prayers, for surely some great business is in hand.’ And 
this day there was a great battle fought between the Guisians 
and the Protestants not far from Paris, news whereof came to 
Geneva within a few days after.”’—Lives of Luther and 
Calvin. London: 1740. p.128. 


LUTHER. 


Luther once witnessed a stur-shower. The Rev. T. Boys 
says that J. Jonas records “that on the twenty-fourth of 
October, 1533, from eleven to twelve at night, there ap- 
peared to Luther, in company with many others, ‘in the four 
quarters of the heavens many thousands of small fiery 
torches, flying about, really of a flame and fire colour; and 
that Luther said that he had never seen anything similar 
before; and that another day, about the same time, sounds 
were heard in the air as of arniies joining battle. On these 
things Jonas observes, that Luther, who was a contemner of 
the devil, and experienced in temptation, regarded them all 
as the devil’s sleights, he terriffing men with false terrors, 
when not able to do so with real ones.’”’ 

The Jewish Expositor, May, 1831, thus describes how 
Luther exorcised a spirit. ‘They had brought to Luther a 
girl eighteen years old, saying that she was possessed with 
a devil. He ordered her to say the Apostles’ Creed. Having 
begun to do so, the moment she came to the words, ‘and 
in Jesus Christ, &c.,’ she stopped and was miserably agitated 
(or convulsed) by the devil. Upon this Luther said, ‘I know 
thee, Satan. Thou wouldest have me begin exorcising with 
great parade; but I will do no such thing.’ The next day 
she was brought into the church, while Luther was preaching, 
and, after sermon, into a small chapel. She there imme- 
diately fell prostrate on the ground, struggling and kicking ; 
but was raised by the students who were present. Then 
Luther addressed the people, and reminded them that it was 
now no season for casting out devils by miracles, nor had the 
Church, now it was established, need of them; and, more- 
over, that the Popish ceremonial was not to be followed, but 
that prayers rather should be used against this spirit, and 
that his pride should be contemned : for that they ought not 
to assign to God the time and manner, in which he should 
please to cast out the devil, for that thus God would be 
tempted; but that prayer must be persevered in, and the 
hour which God had appointed for her deliverance patiently 
waited for. After that, Luther laid his hand on the girl’s 
head, repeated tke Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, as also the 
words, Jolin xiv. 12: ‘He that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also, and greater works than these shall 
he do.” He then prayed to God with the rest of the mini- 
sters of the church, that, for Christ’s sake, he would cast the 
devil out of the girl, He then with his foot touched the 
girl herself, with these words: ‘Proud devil, thou wouldst, 
indeed, that I should now proceed against thee with great 
parade, but I will do no such thing. I know that thy head 


| 
i 


is crushed, and that thou liest prostrate at and under the 
feet of our Lord Jesus Christ” He then went away; and 
the girl was taken home again to her friends, who afterwards 
wrote that she was no more troubled with the devil. There 
is nothing in this account, says Muller, unworthy of our 
evangelical doctor; and it deserves credit, though ten monks, 
and as many Jesuits, tell the story differently. The same 
opinion, namely, that prayer is the proper remedy in such 
cases, Luther had given in the year 1536, as we have already 
mentioned,” 

_ Emser opposed Luther’s theological opinions, and pub- 
lished an opposition version of the New Testament. Seck- 
endorf records that Luther wrote to Hausmann :—‘‘ No 


| answer, good Nicolaus, is to be returned to Emser, for it is 


of such an one that Paul says, He is subverted and con- 
demned of himself; and he is to be shunned, for he sinneth 
the sin unto death, Yet a little, and I will pray against 
him, that the Lord may render to him according to his works. 
For it is better that he die, than that hegoon thus blaspheming 
Christ against his own conscience. Therefore let him alone ; 
the wretched man, too swiftly for him, will be effectually 
quieted, But do thou also cease to pray for him.’ . . . These 
things came to pass, not long after, as we shall observe in 
the proper place... . Emser riding by, and seeing him 
setting out with his movables, broke forth into the follow- 
ing words: ‘Gladly do I behold this day, because the sermons 
of a heretic are put a stop to. Go in the devil’s name: I 
remain here.’ Alexius answered. ‘In God’s name, you 
should say, Emser. Iwas in Misnia before you, and shall 
remain there, when you are no more.’ Whatfollowed? That 
evening, Emser, having partaken of a splendid entertainment 
with a certain citizen, a chief man of Leipzic, and others, and 
going aside when the guests had departed, after horrible 
words and contortions, was taken off by a sudden death.” 

Luther frequently displayed the power of prevision, He 
was also a healing medium. ‘The rest,” says Seckendorf, 
“I will relate in the words of Solomon Glasse, Superin- 
tendent-General of Gotha, of blessed memory, a consummate 
theologian, whom, when a youth of fourteen, studying in the 
school of Gotha, I had, nearly two years, as my spiritual 
adviser. Him, even then, indeed, I highly esteemed, so far 
as I was capable of appreciating him; and while, on account 
of the weakness of his voice, very few could understand him 
when preaching, or cared to listen to him; I for my part 
took down his discourses, and felt the highest admiration for 
his doctrine, which was most accurate, and in exposition 
almost unrivalled, But so great a man needs not my com- 
mendation..... Luther arrived and found Philip about 
to give up the Ghost. His eyes were set, his understanding 
was almost gone, his speech had failed, and also his hearing ; 
his face had fallen, he knew no one, and had ceased to take 
either solids or liquids. At this spectacle Luther is filled 
with the utmost consternation, and turning to his fellow- 
travellers, says, ‘ Blessed Lord, how has the devil spoiled me 
this instrument!’ Then, turning away towards the window, 
he called most devoutly upon God.” . . . . Glasse proceeds: 
‘c After this, taking the hand of Philip, and well knowing 
what was the anxiety of his heart and conscience, he said, 
‘Be of good courage, Philip, thou shalt notdie. Though God 
wanteth not reason to slay thee, yet He willeth not the death 
of a sinner, but that he may be converted and live. He 
takes pleasure in life, and not in death, Inasmuch as God 
has called and taken back to His favour the greatest sinners 
that ever lived on earth, namely, Adam and Hye, much less, 
Philip, will He cast off thee, or suffer thee to perish in thy 
sin and sorrow. Wherefore give not place to the spirit of 
grief, nor become the slayer of thyself; but trust in the 
Lord, who is able to kill, and to make alive.’ While he thus 
utters these things, Philip begins, as it were, to revive and to 
breathe, and, gradually recovering his strength, is at last 
restored to health.” Luther afterwards wrote to Lange: 
“Philip is very well after such an illness, for it was greater 
than I had supposed. I found him dead ; but, by an evident 
miracle of God, he lives.” He also wrote to a friend: “ Toil 
and labour have been lost, and money spent to no purpose ; 
nevertheless, though I have succeeded in nothing else, yet 
have I fetched back Philip out of hell; and I intend to bring 
him, now rescued from the grave, home again with joy, if 
God will, and with His grace, Amen.” 
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JOHN KNOX, 


John Knox frequently displayed the power of prevision. 
The Rev. T. Boys says :—“ On another occasion we find 
Knox a prisoner on board the galleys; and, to all appear- 
ance, at the point of death. Yet he prophecies not only his 
restoration to health and liberty, but also his enlargement to 
preach the Gospel once more, in a church of which he saw 
the steeple from the water. Lying betwixt Dundee and St. 
Andrews, the second time that the galley arrived in Scotland, 
the said John Knox being so extremely sick that few hoped 
his life, the said Master James Belford called him to look to 
the land, and asked him if he knew it. Who answered, ‘ Yes, 
I know it well. For I see the steepie of that place, where 
God first opened my mouth in maple to his glory. And I 
am fully persuaded, how weak that even now I appear, that I 
shall not depart this life till that my tongue shall glorify 
his godly name in the same place.’ This reported the said 
Mr. James, in the presence of many famous witnesses many 
years before that ever the said John set his foot in Scotland, 
this last time to preach.” 

BAXTER, 

“ Among abundance of instances that I could give, my 
conscience commandeth me here to give you this one, as 
belonging to the very words here written. IJ had a tumour 
rose on one of the tonsils or almonds of my throat, round 
like a pease, and at first no bigger; and at last no bigger 
than a small button; and hard like a bone. The fear lest it 
should prove a cancer troubled me more than the thing itself. 
I used first dissolving medicines, and after lenient for pal- 
liation; and all in vain for about a quarter of a year. At 
last my conscience smote me for silencing so many former 
deliverances that I had had in answer of prayers ; merely 
in pride, lest I should be derided as making ostentation of 
God’s special mercies to myself, as if I were a special 
favourite of Heaven, I had made no public mention of them, 
I was that morning to preach just what is here written; and 
in obedience to my conscience, I spoke these words which 
are now in this page” (referring to the words above, to 
which this note is appended), “ with some enlargements not 
here written: when J went to church I had my tumour as 
before (for I frequently saw it in the glasse, and felt it con- 
stantly):; As soon as I had done preaching, I felt it was 
gone, and hasting to the glasse I saw that there was not the 
least vestigium, or cicatrix, or mark wherever it had been ; 
nor did F at all discern what became of it. Iam sure I 
neither swallowed it nor spit it out; and it was unlikely to 
dissolve by any natural cause, that had been hard likea 
bone a quarter of a year, notwithstanding all dissolving gar- 
garismes. I thought fit to mention this, because it was 
done just as I spoke the words here written in this page. 
Many such marvellous mercies I have received, and known 
that others have received in answer to prayers.” 


THE REFORMED CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 

The Rev. T. Boys, M.A., in his Miraculous Faith and Ex- 
perience of the Church of Christ (Hamilton and Co., 1832), 
gives interesting information about the Church of England, 
which we quote in an abridged form :— 

“« Whatever attempts may now be made to suppress the 
fact, the Church of England, as established at and after the 
Reformation, will be found to have distinctly recognised the 
doctrine of miracles; and that (1) in her Canons, (2) in her 
Liturgy, and (3)in her Homilies. To be consistent, indeed, 
no episcopal church can do otherwise: for the doctrines of 
apostolic succession and miraculous succession must stand 
or fall together. 

‘1. The seventy-second Canon directs, somewhat quaintly, 
that no minister or ministers shall, without the license of 
the bishop of the diocese, ‘ attempt, upon any pretence what- 
soever, either of possession or obsession, by fasting and 
prayer, to cast out any devil or devils, under pain of the 
imputation of imposture or cosenage, and deposition from 
the ministry.’ It is clear that this direction does not deny 
the possibility of Satanic possession. .... In the table of 
contents of the Constitutions and Canons Ecclesiastical, the 
reference to the seventy-second Canon stands thus :— 

‘¢* Ministers not to appoint public or private fasts or prophecies, or to 
exorcise, but by authority.’ 

“ But it so happens that the same canon says something 
about exercises: advantage was taken of this to get rid of 


exorcism by the variation of a single letter ; and, in other 
copies, the reference stands thus :— 

“ < Ministers not to appoint public or private fasts or prophecies, or to 
exercise, but by authority.’ 

“2, The Book of Common Prayer also, in its unabridged 
form, contained a distinct recognition of miraculous gifts. I 
refer to the gift of healing, said to have been exercised by 
the kings of England. . . . The service used on the occasion 
when people came to be healed, and the king performed the 
ordinance of touching, was formerly a part of our Prayer- 
book ; and I understand there are editions as late as 1721 or 
1723, in which it yet retains its place. .. . The circum- 
stance of most importance is, that we have distinct evidence 
of the recognition of this gift of healing by our Church, in 
her Protestant character... . To this miraculous gift it is 
that reference is made by Bishop Bull, in a passage which 
the kindness of a friend enabled me to quote on a former 
occasion, and which I now quote again :— 

“(And (by the way) perhaps this is the best account that can be 
given of the relique and remainder of the primitive gift of healing, for 
some hundred years past, visible in this our nation, and annexed to the 
succession of our Christian Kings: I mean the cure of the otherwise 
generally incurable disease, called morbus regius, or the King’s Evil. 
That divers persons desperately labouring under it have been cured by 
the mere touch of the royal hand, assisted with the prayers of the priests 
of our Church attending, is unquestionable, unless the faith of all our 
ancient writers, and the consentient report of hundreds of most credible 
persons in our own age,’ (the writer died 1709-10), ‘attesting the same, 
be to be questioned.’ ; 

“Thus, up to not many years before the service was finally 
excluded from our Prayer-book, we find a bishop asserting 
the gift, and asserting it upon the consentient report of hun- 
dreds of most credible persons in his own age, attesting the 
same. 

“3. The homily ‘Against Peril of Idolatry’ plainly 
admits that, ‘where images be, some miraculous acts may 
have been done by illusion of the devil; observing, that 
neither ought miracles to persuade us to do contrary to God’s 
word. For the Scriptures have for a warning hereof fore- 
shewed that the kingdom of Antichrist shall be mighty in 
miracles and wonders, to the strong illusion of all the 
reprobate. 

“ The same homily, also, to prove the estimation in which 
Epiphanius, who flourished towards the end of the fourth 
century, was held, cites a passage recording miracles wrought 
by him. And in the Tripartite Ecclesiastical History, the 
ninth book, and forty-eighth chapter, is testified that 
‘Epiphanius, being yet alive, did work miracles, and that 
after his death devils, being expelled at his grave or tomb, 
did roar.’ Thus you see what authority St. Jerome, and that 
most ancient history, give unto the holy learned Bishop 
Epiphanius, whose judgment of images in churches and 
temples, then beginning by stealth to creep in, is worthy to 
be noted, 

“The homily for Whit-Sunday distinctly represents the 
Holy Spirit as still working miraculously, and conferring 
miraculous gifts. 

“<: Here is now that glass, wherein thou must behold thyself, and 
discern whether thou have the Holy Ghost within thee, or the spirit 
of the flesh. If thou see that thy works be virtuous and good, con- 
sonant to the prescript rule of God’s word, savouring and tasting not 
of the flesh but of the Spirit, then assure thyself that thou art en- 
dued with the Holy Ghost; otherwise, in thinking well of thyself, 
thou dost nothing else but deceive thyself. The Holy Ghost doth 
always declare himself by his fruitful and gracious gifts; namely, by 
the word of wisdom, by the word of knowledge, which is the understand- 
ing of the Scriptures by faith, in doing of miracles, by healing them that 
are diseased, by prophecy, which is the declaration of God’s mysteries, 
by discerning of spirits, diversities of tongues, interpretation of tongues, 
and so forth. All which gifts, as they proceed from one Spirit, and are 
severally given to man according to the measurable distribution of the 
Holy Ghost; even so do they bring men, and not without good cause, into 
a wonderful admiration of God’s Divine power.’ ” 


Correspondence. 


[Great freedom is offered to correspondents, who sometimes express oprmnions diametrically 
opposed to those of this journal and its readers, Unsolicited. communications cannot 
be returned; copies should be kept by the writers. Preference is given to letters which 


are not anonymous.) 


SPECTRES OF ANIMALS, 


Str,—In the number of The Spiritualist, October 18th, you mention 
that the Revue Spirite contains a curious letter concerning the apparition 
of a dog, and that the writer would be glad if other Spiritualists could 
give him any explanation of this strange phenomenon. Being a 
Spiritualist myself of some few years’ standing, and a reader of your 
paper as well as Zhe Medium and other Spiritualistic works, I can give 
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him the benefit of my experience, which he may take for what it is 
worth. The case of the writer is not unique. From the number of 
cases I have read about and heard of from trustworthy persons of the 
sight of spectral animals, more especially dogs, I should be Jed to infer 
that these phenomena are nearly, if not quite as common as the appa- 
ritions of deceased relatives and friends. I will give two instances from 
among the many that I could quote, as I consider them sufliciently well 
authenticated to establish this phenomenon as a fact. 

Several years ago I had a studio in London, and a female model of 
respectable character used to come occasionally to pose for the hands, 
I knew very little of Spiritualism then, although I had seen certain 
phenomena through the mediumship of Mr. Forster and Mrs. Marshall, 
which to my mind placed spirit-communion as a fact beyond dispute. 
At one time this model came rather frequently; she seemed to me to be 
more intelligent than the generality of her class. In course of conver- 
sation I once broached the subject of Spiritualism, and although from her 
discourse she had evidently read nothing on the subject, and heard ag 
little, yet she related to me certain experiences of her own, which 
showed me at once that she was strongly mediumistic. She informed 
me, amongst other strange occurrences, that from a child she had been 
followed for months at a time by the apparition of a large black dog with 
fiery eyes, invisible to all but herself. That it would disappear some- 
times for years, then re-appear. That the dreadful apparition would 
follow her up and down stairs, and even through the streets, where 
she observed that the people, without noticing the dog, involuntarily 
made room for it in the crowd, ‘That she grew so accustomed to the 
vision as no longer to fear it, nor did she ever allude to the phenomenon, 
as she knew it would be treated as an hallucination, and bring ridicule 
upon herself. She said that once, when sitting to me in my studio, she 
had seen the dog couching on the floor, with its eyes fixed upon her. 
She made no remark at the time, nor had she ever seen it since. This 
same person used to have dreams that were verified in a remarkable 
manner. An artist friend of mine, at whose studio this model was in the 
habit of sitting, had a very sharp little boy, who, after surveying the 
physiognomy of the aforesaid person whilst his father was at work at his 
casel, advised his papa, in his childish manner, sotto voce, not to have 
anything to do with her, as he was sure that she was a “ bad un.” 

Children are often highly mediumistic. William Blake, poet, 
designer, and medium, was apprenticed by his father to an engraver at 
the age of twelve, but objected to being placed under this master on the 
score that something in his face told him he was born to be hanged. 
His father naturally ridiculed the silly fancy; but although all agreed 
that the engraver was a man of most agreeable manners, and the last of 
all men who seemed born to be hanged, yet a few years afterwards he 
fell into difficulties and was tempted to commit forgery, in these days a 
hanging offence, so that the prophecy of the youthful poet was carried 
out to the letter. 

The person I mentioned above once briefly told me she went toa 
witch (probably a good clairvoyant) to have her fortune told. However, 
the Sybil, after eyeing her narrowly, refused to tell her fortune, bidding 
her ‘‘be off,” as she wished to have nothing to do with her. Here, you 
see, the child and the fortune-teller seemed to have both of them formed 
the same unfavourable impression of this person, namely, that for some 
reason or other she was to be avoided, while to the mere outward eye 
such a prejudice would seem unreasonable, 

I now come to the second instance of the apparition of a dog, for 
which I have the testimony of my wife, who is herself mediumistic. 
Several years ago, when yet a child, she was returning from a visit to 
some friends in a neighbouring township. On the same day, and in the 
same village from which I now write, a murder had been perpetrated 
amongst the peasantry—an assassination in the open streets—not an 
unfrequent occurrence in these parts even now. The body of the 
murdered man had been removed, and the crowd dispersed long before 
my wife’s arrival. In fact, she had heard nothing whatever of the 
murder. Passing on foot through the narrow street where the murder 
had been committed, it being then about mid-day and the sun shining 
brightly, a strange dog, perfectly white, and of enormous size, suddenly 
presented itself before her, and looked into her eyes. Terrified at its 
size and sudden appearance she was unable to pass, when in a few 
seconds it as suddenly disappeared, nor could she discover any further 
trace of it. She noticed that the wall of the house near where she had 
scen the apparition wag stained with blood, but knew nothing of the 
murder until her return home, when her relations acquainted her with 
the fact. The time between the perpetration of the murder and the 
apparition might have been two hours. It is also curious that while this 
apparition was looking into her eyes, something in their expression 
made her think of the family of the murdered man. 

Now, here are two cases of apparition of spectral dogs, In both cases, 
as far as I can learn, the seers believed themselves to be in sound 
health at the time. Is this hallucination? If so, I have heard of cases 
of whole villages for a time being under a similar hallucination. For 
my part, I am inclined to call it clairvoyance. From intelligence derived 
from the spirit world, I have been informed that bad and degraded 
spirits often take the form of dogs, the darkness of the colour of the 
animal denoting the degree of spiritual degradation. I believe that 
spirit is capable of taking any form, and takes most readily that form 
which corresponds to its present state, and I do not find it hard to 
believe that a spirit hurried out of its life in the body into a realm 
which it is not prepared to enter, should at the beginning assume a form 
lower in the scale of creation than the human, the spirit not having yet 
arrived at full spiritual growth. ‘This is at least my explanation of the 
phenomenon mentioned in the Revue Spirite, which, as I said before, 
must be taken for what it is worth. I believe the writer in question to 
be clairvoyant, and followed by some unhappy spirit, perhaps not 
thoroughly bad, in the hope of being prayed for, and thus aided to 
progress in spirit life. This atleast would be tho conclusion drawn from 
my experience. I can say no more, 
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I enclose my card with my usual address, which you are at liberty to 
show to any Spiritualist or person honestly desiring to investigate 
Spiritualism. I merely wish to avoid needless publicity. A. H 

Olevano Romano, Central Italy, Oct. 27th, 1878, 


HEALING MEDIUMSHIP, 


Sir,—Will you favour me by inserting in your next issue the follow- 
ing cure of an affection of the eyes through the healing power of Mr. 
F. Omerin, 5, Northumberland-street, London. 

My little girl, aged ten years, having been attacked last Easter with 
inflammation and partial blindness of one eye, and failing to obtain any 
relief from several eminent physicians (who pronounced the case con- 
stitutional), I placed her under the treatment of Mr. Omerin, 

In one month, withont the aid of any kind of medicine, he has suc- 
ceeded in effecting a permanent cure with the healing power of mes- 
merism by the simple process of passing his hands over the parts 
affected. J. H, Vicor, 

King’s-road, Chelsea, Nov. lst, 1878. 


THE ABOLITION OF CABINET SEANCES, 


Sin,—Mr. Berks T. Hutchenson, in bis letter from Cape Town, pub- 
lished in your journal of the 18th ult., says that the plan adopted at his 
house with Mr, Eglinton, the medium, has been to sit without the use of 
a cabinet, and that while the medium’s hands are held by two respon- 
sible members of the circle, large spirit forms have floated all over the 
room at Mr. Hutchenson’s own house, rising to the ceiling, and showing 
themselves quite distinctly. Well, sir, wonderful, interesting, and 
instructive as this is, it is not uncommon by any means in London, and 
has occurred there with other mediums besides Mr. Eglinton over and 
over again. My suggestion is that at the present time, in certain cases, 
and with these astounding manifestations, we should be contented. Why 
ask more? Because, here there can be no fraud. Let the forms only 
show themselves floating right over the table, as they often do, to those 
who form the séance seated round the table, so that we have positive 
proof that only the upper part of the spirit is materialised, and not the 
lower parts of the body and legs, and we shall then have no legitimate 
cause to doubt the reality of the phenomenon. I can hardly expect but 
that cabinets will be still useful, not only for test work, but also for 
sometimes sparing the medium for, at any rate, temporary retirement, 
always on condition that the spirit comes in such a way as that he can 
not possibly bring back with him materialised body and legs. Moreover, 
exemption from continuous contact with uncongenial persons at a séance, 
by the medium’s entering the cabinet, if only for a few minutes, must 
help conditions and greatly refresh the medium, always, be it remem- 
bered, more or less a sufferer; provided, as in the case of Miss Wood, as 
also detailed in The Spiritualist of October 18th, the medium, after such 
refreshment and renewal of power by isolation, returns to his place at 
the séance. For my own part, I would say even let the medium stay 
altogether in the cabinet, provided the “spirit” does not come 
stalking out of it on materialised legs, and does not keep 
walking behind the backs of the sitters, but floats boldly 
in front of them over the table. When ‘you get spirits to materialise 
thus, and thus only, you must know for a surety that a good deal of the 
medium remaing behind in the cabinet, or sits on his chair at the séence, 
ag the case may be, whether you hear him moan or struggle or not. For 
what possible reason, as a general rule, do we want the lower and 
inferior parts of a spirits body to be materialised? For once in a way 
the phenomenon of the entire materialisation of a spirit’s body has 
proved of the utmost importance, if only because it has substantiated 
those ancient records of Spiritualism most difficult heretofore of belief. 
Has not modern whole materialisation shown, for example, how in dark- 
ness a spirit could materialise himself so as to wrestle bodily with Jacob, 
the Patriarch, during the night, until break of day, the spirit losing his 
power with the advent of light? Thus much for dark circles. And 
have not our experiences of materialisation shown how a spirit can pass 
through closed doors and then materialise itself, showing itself in the 
light—body, hands, and feet—to convince the unbelieving? But, as a 
rule, whole materialisations are most undesirable, because there have 
been more unfortunate circumstances connected with them, to the 
detriment of Spiritualism, than from all other causes combined since 
the Hydesville rappings first began. But imperious as is the above 
cause for its discontinuance, except under exceptional circumstances, 
there is yet another almost as serious objection to whole materialisations. 
For only imagine what a large proportion of unnecessary vitality, or 
weight, let us call it, is lost by this process; and I need hardly comment 
upon what constitutes weight in the animal body. Only consider, I say, 
what a loss the medium’s body sustains each time a spirit’s whole body 
and limbs are materialised. How they can go through this ordeal 
frequently, and live for a single year, is to me a marvel. I have two 
portraits of a most celebrated private medium for full materialisations 
—one taken at the commencement of her noble and virtuous career as a 
medium, and, most happily for her, a short one, and, thank God, she is 
still among us; but the difference between the well-fleshed features in the 
one portrait and the extreme thinness of the other is remarkable. 
Ancient records represeut physical mediumship as a very exhausting 
process indeed: the Patriarch Jacob was lamed for life with only one bout, 
in the vain attempt to control his control; and St. Paulis represented by 
tradition as thoroughly crippled by his long medinmship, his control 
and that of Jacob being represented by all the churches as the same 
great and powerful spirit. In order to carry out the only generally 
convincing process of materialisation, all that a spirit needs is to 
materialise his face, and perhaps his hands, or even his arms and 
shoulders. What we want, in order to convince people of spirit identity 
without possible fraud, is a face right over the table that makes itself 
plain to view, with intelligent looks and moving features, speaking with 
tongue and lips, as wo ouraelves have seen and heard ; right over the 
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table, be it understood, and floating up to the ceiling, if it likes; but 
still always well over the table, well in front of the sitters, and wear 
materialised legs. 
through the table, as we have seenit; and this adds much to the interest 
of a séance, and to the gratitude of the sitter towards the kind and con- 
vincing spirit. And, certainly, if the complexion of the spirit showing 
itself should be, for instance, as bronzed as any English sailor's can be 
in tropical climates, as we have seen it, while moving its lips, looking 
you wellin the face and talking—as we have seen and heard it—as 
unlike the medium in complexion as anything can be possibly conceived, 
that is a pleasing accessory, and that, too, we have seen. Marked 
difference of complexion would necessitate much after-washing in the 
case of the substitution of a medium for a spirit; and marked difference 
of complexion in the case of the seizure of a medium would be strong 
evidence in one direction, unless, indeed, spirits should be as expeditious 
in the art of washing a medium’s face clean as they are said to be in 
that of returning their materialisation back to the medium’s body. 
Very many spirit photographs—and that many are genuine I cannot 
doubt—only display the upper part of the spirit’s body; showing, at the 
same time, the good sense of operating spirits in sparing the medium’s 
force, for in spirit photography spirits have to materialise sufficiently to 
catch the sensitive plate, but not enough for us to see them, 

Sparing the mediums is surely not a minor consideration. First, on 
the score of humanity; for we cannot say that they do not suffer in 
parting with their vitality to materialise even a part of a spirit: their 
painful exclamations and struggles as heard in the cabinet denote it, 
and common sense would tell us that they suffer, now we know the pro- 
cess and their loss of weight, though they may be in a trance and may 
not remember it when awake; but still their bodies are in pain, never- 
theless, and their constitutions must suffer by the continuance. A man 
may lose a limb under anesthetics or mesmerism without feeling it; 
but it would be folly to say that the body did not suffer harm. Exhaus- 
tion ensues, and so does exhaustion ensue of the physical mediumship. 

So, then, it appears to be only scant mercy to allow all that is possible 
to allay pain and loss to the mediums by taking as little out of them as 
possible. So, then, the making spirit clothing, or even giving up force 
to have “common stuff” brought in surreptitiously by the spirits, 
hidden by dissolution, the repulsion of particles into the air, and then 
the particles attracted together again: all this robs the force of the 
medium. Why, then, should we hesitate to supply the spirits with 
drapery, as the Comte de Bullet has sometimes done, or even with false 
beards? Why not, if by so doing we can spare the medium the mate- 
realisation of chin, throat, flesh, and hair? All parties would then 
understand each other, and under the rule of give and take, the sitters 
would expect in return unmistakable living faces, eyes, nose, mouth, 
and forehead, right over the table, with no room for materialised body 
and legs. There is more reason to spare the medium in promiscnous 
circles than in the case of the Comte de Bullet, because all phases of 
mediumship are much more easily carried out when only sympathetic 
and medial persons are present. And, alas! let us even yield them 
their bottles of phosphoric oil; we shuuld thus have at any rate this 
advantage, we could keep the lamps well trimmed, and show up the 
spirit faces without mistake. That is what we want, as I have said 
before. Let the spirits only give us perspicuous, intelligent faces; let 
their facial appearance be but as genuine as their audible voices, and we 
ought to be willing to sacrifice a good deal on our side for so much 
on theirs; and be glad to do all we can to save the spirits trouble and 
the mediums pain and possible shame. 

Iam one of those who lay by far the smaller portion of the blame of 
deception upon the medium, when deceptions may accrue. For, as 
we are told truly in Rifisin the Veil, “ The spirit’s method of acquiring 
influence over a body, not its own, is a mesmeric one, and founded upon 
the exercise of will power.” A medium in a trance is no more answer- 
able for his actions than he or any other man is answerable for his 
dreams. And I believe that, asa rule, whether the medium comes out of a 
cabinet or the spirit, at a form circle, all is the work of the 
spirits, who use the mediums at their will at all times, more or less, but 
especially during their trance, but who may be willing to spare them 
also when they have the opportunity. The word control speaks for 
itself. And as regards the early published history of almost all the 
most prominent physical mediums, it is well known that they have been 
brought under control in early youth by the persistent obsession of 
spirits when they were totally unable to combat this mesmeric will 
power of beings in every way stronger than themselves. Spirits are 
truly lords over their mesmeric sensitives, when once they have them 
under their power; and it is now but as it was of old, “ If the prophet 
be deceived when he has spoken, I, the Lord, have deceived that 
prophet.” * And whether the medium or prophet speaks or acts under 
deception, it is the same thing. So, then if as we believe, according to 
the history of the last few years, that mediums, to their unspeakable 
detriment, have frequently been brought out of cabinets instead of spirits, 
we should give in future the chief blame where blame is chiefly due; 
and it will be, moreover, our duty in some cases to repudiate stalking 
ghosts altogether, This I never can believe, that a medium ever did 
come out of a cabinet personating a ghost without, at any rate, the cog- 
nisance of his ‘ control.” 

If any should suppose that the above has been written in a captious, 
cynical, or frivolous spirit, let me beg them to restrain their judgment, 
and to put to my account the tears I have shed. Personally I have held 
occasional audible communication with a very powerful spirit now for 
eleven years—first at the Marshall’s—and during that time I have 
received many kind messages and benefits at that spirit’s hands, but 
never any deception; and later, I have, I cannot doubt, seen that 
same spirit materialised. I know few friends whom I would 
sooner trust, At my first séance that spirit gave me a 
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H the spirit chooses, it can sometimes pass right ~ 
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promise, in answer to a request of my own, that has been 
often faithfully fulfilled. I have taken the part of that spirit and of his 
mediums in print in worse times than these, when unjustly accused in 
former days before materialisations set in, which has never been for- 
gotten; and the last words spoken to me at my last séance with that 
same spirit were “ God bless you, my dear old friend.” I reciprocated 
that kindly wish, and I reciprocate it now. I cannot make any apology 
for what I believe from my heart may have been a deception ; but I can 
and will give testimony of my own experience, and I can pray for the 
souls of the departed. Since writing the above I have read Mr. St. 
George Stock’s letter in The Spiritualist of Nov. 1st, wherein he says: 
“ How was Williams enabled to float up to the ceiling of his room, as I 
have seen him do? And what became of the lower part of his body 
when he presented himself, as he was wont to do, over the middle of 
the solid table?” Echo answers, “ What?’? And I may add, how 
could Mr. Williams manage to pass through the table, as I have seen a 
spirit pass, as well as many other persons, who have published their 
experience at various times? Mr. St. George Stock says, a few lines 
further on: “ A good many, I daresay, were, like myself, fully convinced 
already that John King was Williams with the addition of a beard, 
and Peter, Williams again, disguised only by a wriggle.” I have seen 
Peter floating over the table and showing his face quite plainly when 
Mr. Williams was seated at the table, and my experiences in London 
have been but few and far between. I never could make out how John 
King could be the three mediums through whom I have conversed with 
him ; for with each medium the identity of the spirit has appeared to 
me perfect. Nor can I imagine how one of the mediums could have 
been Jolin King, Katie King the elder, and Henry VIIL, and Mr. 
Williams, John King, Peter, and “the Irresistible” rolled in one. 


Ernest HACKEL, in a recent publication, deplores the simplicity of 
certain German men of science who have fallen into Slade’s trap. 
Immanuel Hermann von Fichte, in au article in Psychic Studies, 
replies and points out the importance of the results arrived at, claiming 
that Slade’s manifestations belong to the domain of physics, and are, 
therefore, quite safe in the hands of such men as Zöllner, Weber, and 
Fechner, 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

We do not insert paragraph advertisemonts in this journal. Are the public 
incessantly doomed to be mado the unwilling recipients of trade advertiso- 
ments? We shall have advertisements mixed up with church prayers 
next, Sometimes people send monoy for the insertion of articles, letters, 
or reports which please them, and their romittances and onclosures are 
always returned to them. 


Prico Fivo Shillings. Post Free. Cloth. 
A LYRIC OF THE GOLDEN AGE. 
Given through the inspirational mediumship of Thomas Lake Harris. Theso 


poems, given while Mr. Harris was in a state of trance, are of rare literary 


excellonce. 
The Spiritualist Nowspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London. 


Prico Five Shillings, Post freo. Cloth. Richly gilt, 
“RIFTS IN THE VEIL” 


Contains, among various standard specimens of the work of some of tho bost 
minds in Spiritualism, a portion of the continuation of 
THE MYSTERY OF EDWIN DROOD, 
Purporting to have been given by the spirit of Charles Dickons through a 
writing medium; the selections display the humour and genius of Dickens, 
The book also contains some 
SPIRIT TEACHINGS, 
Given through the mediumship of “ M.A. (Oxon),” 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, London, 


Price Two Shillings. Post Freo. Cloth. Red Edges, 
SPIRITUALISM. 
By P. P. Auexanper, M.A. ; 
Author of Mil and Carlyle, Moral Causation, ete. 


This work contains among other items of interest a record of phenomena 
observod at séances by the author, and a close criticism of somo of the writings 
of Professor Tyndall about Spiritualism, 

“« Mr. Alexander is unquestionably a very clever writor.”—Saturday Review, 

The Spiritualist Newspapor Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London. 


Price Five Shillings. Post Free. Cloth. Crown 8vo. 
ANIMAL MAGNETISM AND SOMNAMBULISM. 
By Epwin Ler, M.D., 


Corresponding member of the Medical Academies of Paris, Berlin, Munich, 
Brussels, Madrid, Turin, and Florence, Author of tho Prizo Essay on 
‘¢Mesmerism and Therapeutics,” awardod by the Milan Society for tho 


Promotion of Science, Arts, and Letters, 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London. 


Price 3s. 6d. Post Free. Illustrated. Domy 8yvo, 407 pp. 
STUDIEN UBER DIE GEISTERWELT, 
By the Baroness ADELMA yon Vay (Countess WURMBRAND). 


Also, by the same Authoross, prico 2s. 6d., post free (Illustrated with diagrams) 


GEIST, KRAFT, STOFF. 
The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, Bloomsbury, London. 
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BOOKS ON SPIRITUALISM, PSYCHOLOGY, 
MESMERISM, ANTHROPOLOGY, AND 
BIOLOGY, 


Representing the English and American Literature of Splrit- 

ualism, obtainable of W. H. Harrison, Spiritualist News- 

paper Branch Office, 38, Great Russell-rtreet, Bloomsbury, 
ondon, W.O. 


(For purposes of mutual convenience the above office has been 
rented on the premises of the National Associatlon of Spirit- 
ualists, but the Assoclation and The Spiritualist Newspaper and 
publishing business are not In any way connected wlth each 
other.] 


THE DEBATABLE LAND, by the Hon. Robert Dale 
Owen, formerly American Minister at the Court of Naples. A 
atandard work containing interesting ‘and well-authenticated 
facts, proving the reality of splrit communion. It also contains 
an elahorate essay defining the author's views of the relation- 
shlp of Spiritualism to the Christian Church. 7s, 6d. 


FOOTFALLS ON THE BOUNDARY OF ANOTHER 
WORLD, by Robert Dale Owen. An excellent book of absorb- 
ing Interest, replete with well-authenticated narratives, describ- 
ing manifestations produced by spirits. Ys. 6d. 


REPORT ON SPIRITUALISM, by the Committee of 
the Dialectical Society. This commlttse consisted of literary, 
scientific, and other professional men who investigated Spiritual- 
lsm for two years withont engaging the services of any profes- 
slonal medium, after which they published the report, Original 
edition, 159. ; moderately abridged edltion, 5s, 


RESEARCHES IN THE PHENOMENA OF SPIRIT- 
UALISM, by Willlam Crookes, F.R.S. The best work ever 
published to scientifically demonstrate the reality of some of 
tle physical phenomena of Spiritualism, 6s. 


MIRACLES AND MODERN SPIRITUALISM, by 
Alfred Russell Wallace, F.R.G.S. This book contains a masterly 
argument in reply to Hume's “Essay on Miracles.” It also 
records a large uumber of Interestiug spiritual manifestations, 
e contains some of the persona] experlences of Mr, Wal- 
ace, 68. 


PLANCHETTE; OR, THE DESPAIR OF SCIENCE, 
by Epes Sargent, A book rich in descriptions of well-authenti- 
eated spiritual phenomena, Information about the relationship 
of Spiritualism to Religion and Science is also given. 3s. 


CONCERNING SPIRITUALISM, by Gerald Massey. 


A brilliant well written little essay on Spiritualism. Neatly 
pouud, with gilt edges. 2s. 


THE SOUL OF THINGS, by William Denton. In 


this extraordinary book the author. who is a Professor of 
Geology in America, cmployed clairvoyants to reveal to him 
by vision events connected with the carly history of geological 
specimens- these sensitives tlus saw the Mastodon and other 
extinct animals as lf living and moving before them; they like- 
wise saw the scencs by which these prehistoric animals iwere 
surrounded, The author also sent his clairvoyants to examine 
ortions of different planets, and they gave descriptions of the 
inhabitants, physical geography, and vegetation of each. The 
book is illustrated with numerous engravings, drawn_by the 
sensitlves ag the visions passed before their eyes. The substance 
of a review of this book In “The Spiritualist” was to the effect 
that there is no doubt as to the integrity of the author. who also 
possesses sufficient intelligence to select clairvoyants who would 
not cheat him, The question as to the reliability of the narratives 
therefore narrows itself own to the question of the reliability 
of clairvoyance, whlch, when employed to gain information about 
distant plaees on earth, has been found sometimes to give ac- 
curate resnits and sometimes inaccurate results. The review 
urther expresses the oplnion that if ever interplanctary com- 
munication should be established, it wlll be by means of clair- 
voyance or some othar of the latent and little understood 
spiritual powers in man. Three Vols, 248.; or 8s. per single 
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SPIRIT PEOPLE. 


A scientifically accurate description of Manifestation 
: recently produced by Spirits, ard 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITNESSED BY THE AUTHOR AND OTHER 
OBSERVERS IN LONDON, 


By WILLIAM H, HARRISON, 
Limp Cloth, red edges. Price Is.; post free 12. 1d. 
88, Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 


Or of MESSRS. OOLBY AND RICH, 9, Montgomery-street, 
Boston, U.S. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

“As a dispassionate scientific man, he appears to have 
investigated the subject without pre-conceived ideas, and the 
result of his examination nas been to identify his opinions with 
those of Messrs. Varley, Crookes and Wallace, in favour not 
only of the absolute reality of the phenomena, but also of 
the genuineness of the communications alleged to be 
given by the spirits of the departed, Into the much vexed 
question of à priori objections to Mr. Harrison's opinions we 
shall not now enter. We will only say that his descriptions of 
facts are couched in a moderate and truly scientific spirit, that 
he appears to have exhausted every reasonable test which his 
experience led him to make, and that the whole tone of the 
book (which is singularly free from dogmatic pretension) is 
rigorously logical.”"—Public Opinion, 

“At the outset of his booklet Mr. Harrison disclaims any 
Intention of proselytising or forcing his opinion down non- 
Spiritualtstic throats, and it is only fair to admit that the 
succeeding pages are remarkably free from argument and 
deduction, albeit bristling with assertions of the most dumb- 
founding nature.”—London Figaro. 

“ Although the author has taken some trouble to prove that 
table-turning and spiritual appearances are worthy of more 
attention than the public are disposed to give, yet we are so 
far from being impressed by the evidence he has brought for 
ward, that wo acquit the spirits of mortals of performing any 
of the nonsensical acts with which they are accredited."— 
Morning Advertiser. 

“The unprejudiced and dispassionate temper in which 
Mr. Harrison seems to have approached the question, emi- 
nently fitted him to test the authenticity and the value of the 
phenomena he undertakes to chronicle, and after a careful 
perusal of his little booklet, we are bound to acknowledge that 
the statement in his preface is fairly sustained. He neither 
theorisas nor dogmatises, nor attempts to make converts to 
his views. He states occurrences and events, or what he be- 
lieves did really happen, in a remarkably clear and narrative 
style, without any attempt at advocacy or argument. The 
mode in which Mr. Harrison has discharged his task is praise- 
worthy; but what of the task itself? To those who are un- 
acquainted with the pretensions of Spiritualism, and those so» 
called, and to the majority, incredible manifestations of the 
spirit world, which are the ordinary eoncomitants of the 
system, the revelations contained in Spirit People will appear 
sects and antecedently impossihle,"—South Wales Daily 
News 

Limp cloth, red edges. Price Is. Id., post free. 
London, W.C. Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office. 


Post Free. Price Five Shillings Cloth, 
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PROOF PALPABLE OF IMMORTALITY. 
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“RIFTS IN THE VEIL.” 


A collectlon of choice poems and prose cssays given through 
Mediumship, also of articles and poems written by Spiritualists, 
A useful book to place 1n public libraries, and to present or lend 
to those who are unacquainted with Spiritualism. It contains 
much about the religious aspects of Spititualism (given through 
the writing-mediumship of “ M.A. (Oxon)”), and is one of ihe 
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the movement, 
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NEATLY PRINTED LEAFLETS 


Containing instructions 


HOW TO FORM SPIRIT CIRCLES AT HOME, 
With no Spirituallst or Professional Medium present, may be 
obtained at The Spiritualist Newspaper Branch Office, prive 


300 for Sixpence, post free, or 500 for Ninepence, post free. 


These leaflets are specially suitable 
FOR DISTRIBUTION AT PUBLIC MEETINGS, 
And in localities where mediums and spirit circles are not 
numerous, 

The Spiritualist says:—‘ Contention about Spiritualism and 
mediums should be avoided, and action substituted. The real 
strength of Spiritualism lies far more in its facts than in 
clamouring about them ; the facts, therefore, should be multi- 
plied by the wholesale dissemination of printed information 
how to form circles in the homes of private families, A pro 
portion of those who receive the information will try expexi- 
ments, and those who obtain the phenomena in their own 
homes will at once irrevocably recognise as impostors or dis- 
reputably unsafe guides, those newspapers and individuals 
who state authoritatively that the facts are not true, If every 
Spiritualist males it binding upon himself to “drop about" cr 
distribute five hundred of the leaflets, containing instructions 
how to form spirit circles at home, the whole nation will be 
deluged with useful information, and such a number of 
mediums will spring up in private families, as to rapidly m- 
crease the knowledge of truths calculated to benefit in the 
highest degree this materialistic, consequently irreligious age.’ 
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A NEW ERA. 


OW TO PREVENT DISEASE AND PRE- 
MATURE DEATH BY NATURAL MEANS. 


ORD BEACONSFIELD justly stated the other 
day that “ the health of the people is really the foundation 
upon which all thcir happiness and power as a State depend.” 
‘or the most practical mode of preventing desease and premature 
death see a large Lilustrated Sheet given with each bottle of 
ENO’S FRUIT SALT. The information is invaluable. As a 
HEALTH-GIVING, REFRESHING, COOLING, and LINVIGO- 
RATING BEVERAGH, or as a gentle laxative and tonie in the 
various forms of indigestion, use ENO’S FRUIT SALT (prepared 
from sound ripe fruit). It is the best preventive and cure for 
Biliousness, Sick Headache, Skin Eruptions, Impure Blood, 
Pimples on the Face, Giddiness, Fevers, Feverishness, Feverish 
Colds, Mental Depression, Want of Appetite, Sourness of the 
Stomach, Constipation, Vomiting, Thirst, &c., and to remove the 
effects of errors of eating and drinking. 


NO'S FRUIT SALT.—“ Amongst the many 
and varied medicinal discoveries of the nineteenth century 
none, perhaps, has advanced so rapidly into public notice 
as ENOS FRUIT SALT. Comparatively unknown 
some year or so ago, this preparation, which is made 
from ripe sound fruit, is now met with in every quarter 
of the globe. The great merit which is claimed for it is 
that it keeps the blood pure and the system perfectly 
clear, aud thus takes away the groundwork of mala- 
rious discascs so common to towns and districts which 
are ill-drained. There is little doubt but that the time 
will eventually come when fevers and diseases resulting 
from poisoned blood will be considered as offences 
against the well-heing of communities at large; but we 
wil, in all probability, be some while yet before it 
shall have arrived at such a pen of sanitary perfection, 
Meanwhile, we eannot withhold a welcome to any 
specific which may provea means of preserving or restor- 
ing health, The simpler the better, so long only as it is 
effectual, ENO’S FRUIT SALT has been found an 
excellent corrective to the digestive organs, and in the 
colonies, in India, and in South America, has a largely 
inereasing sale. It is better by far than “nips,” and 
amongst the Good Templars—a numerous community all 
over the world—it is recognised not only as a refreshing 
but also as a stimulating drink.”’—Zuropean Mail, Nov. 1, 


1877. 


WHAT EVERYBODY WANTS TO 
KNOW. 


Penors FRUIT SALT.—A Gentleman writes :— 
4 Since I have used BNO’S FRUIT SALT night and 
morning, my headaches, &c., have left me, and this after 
auffering for above twenty years. You should make this 

faet wellknown.” 


BX, FRUIT SALT.—A Lady writes ;— 

ad «Everything, medicine or food, ceased to act properly for 
at least’ three months before [commenced taking it; the 
little food I could take generally punlshed me or returned, 
My life was one of great suffcring, so that I must have 
suceumbed before long.” > 


T EVERY TRAVELLING TRUNK AND HOUSEHOLD 
wi THe WORLD OUGHT TO CONTAIN—A BOTTLE OF 


ys FRUIT SALT, 
AS A 
GENERAL LAXATIVE AND TONIC 
IN THE VARIOUS FORMS OF INDIGESTION. 


GUARANTEED TO BE ee ey FROM SOUND RIPE 


e Fruit Salt 1s one of Nature’s own products, It contains all 
the catnanie saline constituents of Ripe Fruit in a portable, 
agreeable, and simple form, and is in every respect as harmless 
as the juices of fruits trom which it is obtained. , 

In Pimples and Blotehes on the Face, Sallowness of the Skin, 
and Depression of Spirits, it is most uscful, for not the least of its 
recommendations is its resemblance to fruit in the natural way 
in which it relieves the svstem of effete or poisonous matter, 
which, if retained, poisons the blood; and its advantages over 
fruit is that It can be always at hand when required. Its 
preparation has been truly styled one of the triumphs of modern 
chemistry. In hot or foreign climates it is invaluable. It allays 
nervous excitement, and restores the nervous system to its 
proper condition (by natural means). In the Nursery it isbeyond 


praise. 


ENO’S FRUIT SALT 


y valuable. No traveller should leave home without 
a supply, for by its use_the most dangerous forms of Fevers, 
Blood Poisons, &c., are Prevented and Cured. It is, in truth, a 
Family Medicine Chest in the simplest yet most potent torm, 
fustead of being lowering to the system, this preparation is, in 
the highest degree, invigorating. Its effect in relieving thirst, 
giving tone to the system, and aiding digestion is most striking. 


is particular! 


NO'S FRUIT SALT (one of Natures own 
products) keeps the blood pure, and is thus of itself one of 
the most valuable means of keeping the blood free from 
fevers and blood poisons, liver complaints, &c., ever 
discovered. As a means of preserving and restoring 
health, itis unequalled; and it is, moreover, a pleasant, 
retreshing anë invigorating beverage. After a patient 
and careful observation of its effects when used, I have 

no hesitation in stating that if its great value in keeping 

the body healthy were universally known, not a house- 
hold in’ the land would be without it, nor a single 
travelling trunk or portmanteau but would contain it.— 


J.C, ENO, 


NOs FRUIT SALT.—“I am very much pleasod 
with your FRUIT SALT. I have fully proved its great 
efficacy by its having entirely cured me of indigestion.”— 

T, Woop, Jun., Tudor-road, Canterbury, 


WwW ORTHY OF NOTICE.—PALPITATION OF 
THE HEART, caused by Liver Derangement and Indiges- 
tion, frequently ealled (or mistaken for) Heart Disease :— 
«On April 14 I purchased a bottle of your FRUIT SALT, 
not feeling very well at the time, and it had an effect that 
Inever anticipated when Iboughtit, I had suffered more 
orless, since the year 1841, from palpitation of the heart, 
put very badly during the last few years. The least thing 
would produce it during the day, and at night my sleep 
was very much disturbed. Strange to say, after the first 
dose of FRUIT SALT, the dangerous, annoying, and 
truly disagreeable symptoms of palpftation suddenly 
ceased, and have not since returned, Outof gratitude for 
the benefit which I have received, I have recommended it 
to all my friends, bpth in London and Yarmouth. At the 
same time, 1 feel it a duty to state the above faets, of 
which you canmake whatever use you please.) am, 

dear str, yours respectfully, “W. B. BECKETT,” 

Aug. 80, 1877—10, York-square, Commercial-road, London, E. 


AUTION. —‘Examine each Bottle and see tho 
’ Capsule is marked ““ENO’S FRUIT SALT.” Without it 
Ape have been imposed on by a worthless imitation. TRADE 
ARK—Ewno’s FRUIT SALT, FRUIT SALINE, OR FRUIT POWDER. 
Sold by all Chemists. Price 2s. 9d. and 4s. 6d. 


Sole Ayent or Paris~PHARMACIE DE BERAL 14, RUE DE 
LA PAIX, 
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THE LAZY LAYS 
AND PROSE IMAGININGS 
BY WILLIAM H. HARRISON. 


An Elegant and Amusing Gift-Book of Poctical and Prose 
Writings, Grave and Gay. 
The gilt device on the cover designed by Floreuce Claxton and the 
uthor, 


CONTENTS. 
Part 1.—Miscelianeous Poems and Prose Writings. 


_ 1, The Lay of the Lazy Author.—2. The Song of the Newspaper 
Kditor.—3. The Song of the Pawnbroker.—4. The Castle.—6. The 
Lay of the Fat Man.—6. The Poetry of Science.—7. How Hadji 
A) Shaeabae was Photographed. (A letter from Hadji Al Shacabac, 
a gentleman who visited London on business connected with a 
Turkish Loan, fo Ali Mustapha Ben Buekram, Chief of the Col- 
lege of Howling Dervishes at Constantinople.)—8. The Lay of the 
Broad-Brimmed Hat.—9, St. Bride's Bay.—10. The Lay of the 
Market Gardener.—11, “Fast Falls the Eventide.”—12, Our Raven. 
—13. Materialistie Religion.—13. The Lay of the Photographer.— 
14. How to Double the Utility ot the Printing Press.—16. The 
Song of the Mother in-Law.—16. Wirbet-bewegung.—17. “Poor Old 
Joe!”—18. The Human Hive.—i9. The Jay of the Mace-Bearers — 
20. A Love Song.—21. A Visiou.—22. “ Under the Limes,”—23. The 
Angel of Silenee. 
ART 2.—The Wobblejaw Batlads, by Anthony Wobbtears, 

24. The Public Analyst.—25, General Grant's Reception at Folke- 
stoue.—26. The Rifie Corps—27. Tony’s Lament.—2s. The July 
Bug.—29. The Converted Carman. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, 
From Zhe Morning Post. 

The Morning Post, which strongly recommends the book in a 
review nearly a column long, says :—* Comic literature which 
honestly deserves the epithet seems to be rapidly becoming a 
thing of the past; consequently any writer who, like Mr. Harrison, 
exhibits a genuine vein of humour, deserves the praise of all who 
are not too stupid to enjoy an innocent laugh, Not that his muse 
restricts herself ouly to such lighter utterances ; on the contrary, 
some of his poems touch on the deepest and most sacred feelings 
of our common humanity... .'The unfortunate Hadji's narrative 
of his adventures amongst the magicians of Whitechapel is quite 
one of the funniest things that has been published for years. ... 
The book contains quite enough to ensure it a welcome from 
which its tasteful appearance Will uot detract.” The Morning 
Post says of The Wobblejau Ballads :—* No one can help laughing 
at them,” and It says that the rhymes arc pitched in * something 
like the same key” as Zhe Bon Gauliier Battads or The Biglow 
Papers, ‘‘ with an appreciably successful result.” 


Erom The Court Journat. 


‘All are of marked ability.... Occasionally we find verse of 
great beauty, showing that the author possesses the pure poetic 


gift.’ 
From The Graphic. 

4 Those who can appreciate genuine, unforced humour should 
not fail to read The Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings. Written, 
printed, published and reviewed by William H. Harrison (38, Great 
Russcli-street). Both the verses and the short essays are really 
funny, and in some of the latter there is a vein of genial satire 
which adds piquaney to the fun. Zhe Lay ofthe Newspaper Editor 
is capital, if rather severe, and so is The md of the Macebearers; 
but one of the most laughable bits is the Turk’s account of how he 
went to be photographed.” 

From Publee Opinn, 

s A volume of remarkably good verse... . Some of the metrical 
legends remind us of the wild chants that used to be sung at the 
meetings of the Cannibal Club, some ten or fifteen years ago. Mr. 
Harrison, however, knows where to plant his fun, and an aceu- 
tate scientific mind like his ean make jokes with snecess.,..To 
all who wish to read a pipesent volume magnificently got up as a 
gift-book, we commend Fre Lazy Lays.” 

From The Bookseller. 


“An odd but most entertaining assortment of quaint and 
humorous fancics, some in verse and others in prose, and all 
written with a fiuent and not ungraeeful pen. The vein of 
humour which permeates them is genuine, rich, and original, and 
not at all ill-natured.” 

From Nature. 


« Scientific men and matters are in one or two cases alluded to, 
and the imprint bears that the work is published ‘A.D. 1877 
(popular chronology) ; A.M. 5877 (Torquemada) ; A.M. 50,800,077 
(Hinsley) ” We believe that our readers may derive a little 
amusement from a perusal of the yolume.” 

From The British Journat of Photography. 

“í The Zazy Lays include many admirable pieccs, some of which 
arcin verse and others in prose, some scientifie, others social, but 
all of them execllent.... The Zazy Lays will make excellent and 
amusing reading for an occasional spare half-hour. . .. ‘They con- 
tain nothing unrefined or in bad taste.” 


From The Dubtin University Magazine. 


“ How Hadji Al Shacabac, an amiable Turk, was photographed, 
is well done.. .. Round in a cover of somewhat powerful design.” 


From Zhe Photographic News. 


“Mr. W. H. Harrison, a gentleman whose name is famlliar In 
connection with photographic and other scientific literature, has 
considerable facility of versification, and deals, iu pleasant and 
humorous mood, with many scientific follies which are better 
laughed down than gravely disputed.” 


From The Scotsman. 


“In Mr. W. H. Harrison's Lazy Lays and Prose Imaginings 
there is a good deal of broad humour and satiric power, with a duo 
foundation of solid sense.” 

From The Bradjord Daily Chronicte. 
** Good poetical diction is displayed. Mr. Iarrison has produced 


a most weleome book...‘ How Íladji al Shacabae was Photo- 
graphed,’ will be sure to make every reader roar with laughter.” 


From The Dundee Daity Advertiser, 


“ With such a free and easy author it is naturally to be expected 
that his subjects should bear some trace of this peculiar idiosyn- 
erasy, and indecd they are as free and easy as himself,... The 
poems are all characterised by smoothness and rhythmical swing. 
... The work is very elaborately bound in cloth and gilt..., A 
gorgeous design upon the cover....1f our readers wish to en- 
courage laziness they have a most deserving object in a very 
clever and versatile member of the order.” 


From The Liverpool Daity Courier, 


<“ In his handsomely bound and griffin-guarded Lazy Lays, Mr. 
‘William H. Harrison provides a gift-book elegant in its appear- 
ance and entertaining in its contents....The author is imbued 
with the true spirit of humour, and amuses all while offending 


none.” 
From The Western Daity Press (Bristol). 


* A volume from the versatile pen of Mr. W. H. Ilarrison, a 
well-known contributor to the London and provincial press, and 
editor of Zhe Spirituatist.. ., Many of the humorous poems re- 
mind us of the Ingoldsby Legends. Lhe Lay of the Photographer 
The Lay of the Macebearers, and some of The Wobblejaw Laltads 
would not have been unworthy of Barham himself. Some of the 
shorter poems are exquisite, and there pervade the whole a reli- 
gious sentiment and poetic feeling which will make them accept. 
able to most readers.” 

From the daily Northern Whig (Belfast). 

‘The finest thing in the book is ‘ How Hadji Al Shacabac wag 
Photographed,’ It is an admirable addition to our not too ex- 
tensive comic literature. The story is one of which extracts 
would not give an adequate idea; it is intensely humorous.... 
Those who wish to obtuin a handsome gift-book of an amusing 


nature, will find what they want in Zhe Lazy Lays.” 


From The Bristot Daily Post. 


*A curious collection of verses and prose essays of unequa 
merit. ... The serious and sentimental verses belong to the type 
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very handsome.” 
r From The Folkestone News. 


“A number of clever sketches and poems, among the latter 
being a series of papers entitled Zhe Wobbiejaw Ballads, which 
appeared in the columns of this paper a short time ago, 
and which created such a furore at the time.” [WB An 

the Town Counci officially calted the attention of 
the Mayor and Corporation of Fotkestone to the Purine an the 
 Wobbtejaw Batlads,” but the members assembted laughed at the 
maiter, and proceeded to the next business. The Mayor said that ha 
did not mind them.] ... ‘It contains some very choice poems 
and prose essays, is bound in cloth richly gilt, aud has an original 
design of no ordinary merit on the cover. 
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